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Tue MINISTER OF Works, Mr. Charles W. Key, has 
made an Order reducing from £1,000 to £500 the 
amount which may be spent without licence on indus- 
trial and agricultural building in the twelve months 
from July 1, 1949,to June 30, 1950; the corresponding 
amount for office, storage and educational buildings is 
reduced from £1,000 to £100. 786 


A REPORT on the past year’s work of the Crawley New 
Town Development Corporation has been made by 
Sir Thomas Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., chairman of 
the Corporation. 788 





CERTAIN CONCLUSIONS have been reached and recom- 
mendations made by a special panel of' investigators 
appoiiited by the Technical Personnel Committee of 
the Ministry of Labour and National Service to inquire 
into the present and future supply of and demand for 
persons with professional qualifications in architecture. 789 


PRoposALs for simultaneously moving.population and 
industry from the crowded areas of inner London to new 
towns are contained in a memorandum issued by the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning. 790 


CriticisM of the Government’s decision to make 
reductions in the already inadequate housing pro- 
gramme was made by Sir Patrick Abercrombie in a 
recent address to the Housing Centre Trust. 800 


HAVING CONSIDERED reports and evidence from various 
sources to the effect that what amounted to restrictions 
on the freedom of movement in employment of archi- 
tects and architectural assistants were being imposed 
in certain quarters, the Council of the R.I.B.A. has 
issued a statement deprecating this practice. 801 


AUSTRALIA’S EFFORTS to overcome her housing shortage 
since the end of the war were described in a recent 
broadcast by the former Prime Minister of that 
country, Mr. J. B. Chifley. 803 


THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION has amended some of the 
Regulations governing the prescribed standards for 
school premises. The amendments are designed to 
reduce the cost of school building and a Circular which 
has been issued to education authorities states that a 
completely new set of Regulations are to be published 
in due course. 805 


A LIGHT TRUSSED BOOM, in the form of a welded bow- 
string truss, for taking concrete from a mixer and 
depositing it at any point inside a half-circle of 37 ft. 
tadius, has been designed and constructed by the Field 
Test Unit of the Ministry of Works. Details are given 
of the results of a full-scale trial. 806 


THE ouTPUuT of building operatives was the subject of a 
discussion in the House of Lords on December 6 in 
which Lord Hawke suggested that output per man-hour 
had declined rather than increased. 807 


THE WISDOM Of setting a fixed ratio between the numbers 
of houses built by private enterprise and local authorities 
has been questioned by Mr. Norman Longley, Presi- 
dent, N.F.B.T.E., who suggests that if the ratio must 
be observed, at least it should take as its basis the total 
number of houses built throughout the country and 
not ineach separate locality. 808 


HOW MANY ARCHITECTS? 


T is a good thing to be reminded occasionally that archi- _ 

tecture is an art, and the architect an artist. If we 
substitute these latter titles and suggest regulating the supply 
of artists to meet the demand, we seem to be entering the 
field of impossibility, for an artist cannot be stopped from 
being an artist. His calling is chosen for him by his nature, 
and his training is a matter of guidance rather than of 
teaching. It is quite impossible to create a given number of 
artists in a given time, and nearly as impossible to prevent 
more than a certain number of men with the urge to build, 
from developing their talents. 


Such reflections would tend to show that the Architects” 
Sub-Committee, in their recently published report to the 
Ministry of Labour,* had assumed an impossible task, and 
that, if these reflections were in fact 100 per cent. true, 
their findings should be disregarded. Modern society is 
too complicated, however, for any such clear conclusions 
to be reached, and while these complications render any 
such Report, however well framed, from: being accepted 
without reserve, they also preserve for it the respect due 
to clear thinking upon carefully weighed premises. 


We know full well that there is more in architectural 
practice than the pursuit of a great art, and that it is deeply 
involved with science and business, both of which are based 
on hard facts which must be learned before the art can be 
safely practised. 


The training of this kind of artist thus has a peculiar 
importance both to himself, and to the public at large, and 
such training may well mean the falling by the wayside of 
many artists who are unwilling to pay the price of technical 
study for the privilege they claim, and the production of 
others fully equipped in the technicalities of their profession 
but lacking the divine spark which typifies the artist. 
Between the two are the few who have judged the difficulties, 
wotries and distractions of an architectural training a price 
well worth paying for the intense joy which the practice of 
architecture can bring to those whose technical equipment 
equals their genius. 


Such conditions tend to bring the system of architectural 
training more in line with that of purely technical callings, 
and we are thus induced to read this Report in a cooler and 
more factual spirit. We are then bound to pay tribute to 
the careful assembly of facts and the balanced survey of 
prospects which have led to the findings ofthe Sub-Committee. 
Briefly, these are that there are already enough, and possibly 
more than enough, architectural students in training to 
meet the needs of the future. 


This suggests a somewhat critical state of affairs, approach- 
ing such a delicate point of adjustment that serious harm 
may arise in the absence of any compensating regulation, 
and it may well be that this conclusion will prove justified, 
but we must at least assure ourselves that the danger is 
real before we design the steps with which to meet it. 


It is for this purpose that we venture to draw attention 
to one or two factors which appear to us to have had too 
little attention in the framing of the Report. The first is 
the method with which the labour needs of the architectural 
profession have been related to the available building force. 
We feel that any assessment of labour factors based on 
present abnormal conditions may prove extremely deceptive. 
The present mood of labour is tinged with two things: 





* Report to. the Minister of Labour and National Service by the Architects 
Sub-Committee appointed by the Technical Personnel Committee, H.M.S.O 
6d. net. 
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the remnants of war-weariness, and the vision of the welfare 
state. The first of these is very real and can be cured only 
by time. It was a long and exacting war, and we must not 
expect its mental and spiritual effects to pass away overnight. 
The second of these things, in the form in which it now 
presents itself, may also be evanescent. The welfare state 
may remain under whatever administration, but it is certain 
that it will have to adjust itself to the needs of the nation. 
Security is dearly bought at the price of incentive, and it is 
certain that some hard-won privileges will have to be given 
up if hard work cannot be otherwise revived. 

It does appear to us, therefore, that in any survey of the 
future which assumes the survival of this nation, it must 
also be assumed that the value of a man-hour in output must 
be assessed much higher than its present worth, and that the 
great tasks of rebuilding, which still call out for fulfilment, 
will be entered upon within the next decade with determina- 
tion and success. Shortages of materials are not all due 
to a dearth of dollars but arise also out of that low output 
value of the man-hour, which can, and must, be raised. 
So it appears to us that any assumption other than that 
there is a great future for the building industry in this country 
is entirely defeatist, and that we must plan to train the 
architects needed for an optimistic forecast of the future. 

Another factor which must affect the future*is the trend 
of world politics, particularly in the British Empire. The 
present times suggest a turning of the tide of opinion against 
nationalisation. Those of us who believe in the healthy 
vigour of private enterprise believe in it not merely as an 
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inherited creed but because of our recent experiences of 
the way in which red tape can wrap iiself round the wheels 
of progress. The mere freeing of industry from such 
obstructions would do more than anything else to step up 
production, and in the process to create fresh needs for 
trained architects. 

Finally, with the tiny field now left open to private building 
tending to make us forget it altogether, we must remember 
that never before have the services of architects been more 
generally sought by the private builder. It was not disputed 
before the war that of all building, of all kinds, throughout 
the country only about five per cent. enjoyed the services 
of a qualified architect. Now we should imagine that the 
percentage would be more like 80 per cent. This has 
largely arisen out of the more beneficent portions of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, which make it difficult 
for the unskilled to meet the demands of the Planning 
Authorities. This admirable trend is bound to continue, 
and the stimulus to architectural practice has hardly yet 
been appreciated. 

We feel, therefore, that we may be building up trouble for 
the future if we conclude too hastily that architecture 
has already reached its optimum, and that the door should 
be more narrowly closed. It is true that would-be archi- 
tects do not need an invitation into the profession, but we 
must think very carefully before we discourage young men 
who have that feeling in their minds that building is a 
glorious adventure and that nothing else can give satis- 
faction to their souls. 








NOTES anp NEWS 


Building Licensing 

THE Minister of Works, the Right 

Hon. Charles W. Key, M.P., made a 
statement on the new building licensing 
limit in the House of Commons on Mon- 
day, December 12, in response to a Par- 
liamentary question by Mr. Chetwynd. 
Mr. Key replied: 

“| have made an Order under Defence 
Regulation 56A reducing from £1,000 to 
£500 the amount which may be spent 
without licence on individual properties 


in the categories of industrial and agricul- 
tural building in the twelve months from 
July 1, 1949, to June 30, 1950; the cor- 
responding amount for office buildings, 
storage buildings and educational build- 
ings is reduced from £1,000 to £100. 
These new limits will take effect from 
February 1 next, so that work started 
under previous limit but costing more 
than the new limit will not require a 
licence if it is finished before February 
1; otherwise an application for a licence 
should be made in good time before that 
date. 

“The Order makes no change in the 
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From the recent A A. Members’ Exhibition. 


“EXCAVATIONS: THE SOUTH BANK.” 
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£100 exemption limit for the remaining 
classes of building.” 


Crawley’s Third Report. 

THE most bitter opponents of New 
Towns projects would have been impres- 
sed by the business-like report submitted 
by Sir Thomas Bennett on Saturday last 
to elected representatives of public 
bodies and authorities concerned with the 
administration of the Crawley New Town 
area. Well over 200 assembled in the 
picturesque seventeenth-century George 
Hotel in Crawley High-street and for 
nearly two hours Sir Thomas described 
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From a drawing by Hugh Casson. 
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the work of the Corporation, of which 
he is chairman, during the past year. 

Almost as remarkable as the pro- 
digious tasks accomplished in the 12 
months since the last report was the feat 
of memory performed by Sir Thomas, 
who gave the contents of a dozen or so 
closely-typed foolscap pages, bristling 
with figures and dates relating to corres- 
pondence, contracts placed and capital 
costs, without a single falter and without 
so much as a glance at a note of any 
kind. Not one item in the whole of the 
typed report was omitted by the chair- 
man of Crawley Corporation in his ad- 
dress. 

How was the report received? Crawley 
Corporation obviously has the good will 
of the people in the locality. This was 
evident at Saturday’s meeting. The 
assurances given by Sir Thomas on points 
raised at question time were received in 
a manner which testified to the high posi- 
tion of trust the Corporation has already 
earned for itself. The report is given in 
detail on page 788. 

Royal Visit to New Town. 

H.R.H. PRrINcEsS ELIZABETH, Duchess 
of Edinburgh, has expressed interest in the 
new towns, and arrangements have been 
made for her to visit Crawley, a repre- 
sentative new town, on January 25. 

Her Royal Highness will formally open 
and name the main carriageway of the 
industrial area, and will inspect work in 
progress on houses and factories in the 
new town. She will be received by the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning, 
and will be the guest of the Crawley De- 
velopment Corporation at a luncheon at 
which she will meet the chairmen of the 
other new towns. Later in the day there 
will be a civic ceremony at Crawley itself. 


§. Africa Lifts Building Controls. 

THE abolition of building controls in 
South Africa from February 1 next has 
been announced by Mr. Schoeman, the 
Minister for Public Works. 

R.L.B.A. President’s Address. 

Mr. MICHAEL WATERHOUSE, M.C., 
president of the R.I.B.A., is to be the 
guest of honour of the London Master 
Builders’ Association at a luncheon in the 
Park-lane Hotel on January 19, immedi- 
ately before the L.M.B.A. annual meeting. 
Mr. Waterhouse is to speak on the lessons 
learned by the recent building industry 
mission to the U.S., of which he was a 
member. 

Coventry Cathedral. 

AT the suggestion of Lieut.-Col. C. D. 
Siddeley, Mr. E. H. Ford, O.B.E., 
MILC.E., the recently retired city 
engineer of Coventry, succeeds him as 
chairman of Coventry Cathedral recon- 
struction committee. Mr. Ford hopes to 
hold an early meeting of the committee, 
and one of its first tasks will be to con- 
sider the recommendation of the Harlech 
teport that the architect for the new 
cathedral should be chosen by open 
competition. 

Président, Royal Academy. 

Sik GERALD KELLy has been elected 
President of the Royal Academy of Arts 
In succession to Sir Alfred Munnings, 
who has retired. He is 70. 

Studentship Award. 

Tue Bernard Webb Studentship for the 
historical and critical study of architec- 
ture, which is open to members of the 
Architectural Association and tenable 
under the auspices of the British School 
at Rome, has been awarded to Mr. Pat- 
tick Horsbrugh, A.R.I.B.A., for a study 
of civic design in the smaller Italian hill 
towns. 
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R.1.B.A. Fellowship. 

Mr. Cyrit H. WALKER, O.B.E., L.C.C. 
Director of Housing and Valuer, has been 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects. 


Industrial Law Lectures. 


IN view of the demand for tickets for 
both the October and November short 
courses of lectures on “ Industrial Law ” 
by Mr. Harry Samuels, barrister-at-law, 
the Industrial Welfare Society have 
arranged a further course to be given by 
Mr. Samuels on Tuesdays, January 10, 17, 
24 and 31, at the Society’s headquarters 
at 48, Bryanston-square, W.1. Applica- 
tions for tickets—£1 10s. (non-members), 
£1 1s. (members)}—should be made to 
the secretary. 

Buiiding in Paris. 

A CORRESPONDENT WRITES :—A block 
of flats five storeys high and containing 
116 dweliings is being built in Paris at 
such speed that it is to be completed in 
a year, six months in advance of contract 
time. At the beginning of this year a 
group of so-called “Co-operative 
Builders ” were given a contract, by the 
French Government Department respon- 
sible for working class houses, to build 
two blocks of flats of five storeys, and 
with a basement and attics, close to the 
Chatillon Gate on the outskirts of Paris. 

The work was to be completed by 
July, 1950, but owing to efficient team- 
work the original plans have been expe- 
dited. M. Antoni, the Secretary General 
of the “Group of Co-operatives of the 
Paris Region,” states : ‘“* We are working 
48 hours a week. Our industrial equip- 
ment is not particularly modern, and we 
will have nothing whatever to do with any 
form of prefabrication. We are build- 
ing in the classical and traditional style.” 

Probably the explanation of this speed 
of construction is that all the workmen 
are paid, in addition to their normal 
weekly wage, a share of any reduced costs 
on the original contract. The flats con- 
tain two, three and four rooms, each with 
a kitchen and a bathroom. This achieve- 
ment is causing a good deal of interest 
among French builders. 


“Mind Your Own Middlesex.” 


THis is a brightly illustrated little 
pamphlet presented to the people of 
Middlesex by the Town Planning Com- 
mittee of the County Council. Ina rather 
mistaken effort to treat its subject in a 
popular manner, it evades giving any. sub- 
stantial information and, to anyone pre- 
pared to give thought to the subject, is 
irritating in its vague attitude. It may be 
doubted if propaganda of this type serves 
its intended purpose, as it does not give 
the reader any clue as to how he can use- 
fully co-operate in bettering unsatisfactory 
conditions. 

As the introduction by the Mayor of 
Hendon states that this is its intention, it 
seems a pity that the brochure was not 
framed on somewhat different lines. 


Professional Announcements. 


Messrs. COURTENAY THEOBALD AND DEANE 
SkuRRAY are terminating their partnership by 


mutual agreement on December ® 31, 1949. 
Deane Skurray will carry on practice at 116, 
Broad-street, Reading. Courtenay Theobald, 
B.A., F.R.LB.A., will join Maxweli Ayrton, 


F.R.I.B.A., and J. A. Lynch, A.1.A.A., in form- 
ing a partnership which will practise as Max- 
well Ayrton and Partners, with offices tem- 
porarily at 9, Church-row, Hampstead, N.W.3. 
Wetts Coates, O.B.E.. R.D.I., F.R.1.B.A., 
Pa.D., and Jaquenine Tyrwuitt, A.M.T.P.I., 
A.LL.A., announce that they have entered into 
partnership. With a group of associates and 
consultants they will practise under the style 
of Wells Coates, Jaqueline Tyrwhitt and Asso- 
ciates, chartered architects, town and landscape 
planning consuliants, 18, Yeoman’s-row, 
London, S.W.3 (tel.: Kensington 9252-53). 
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FRENCH LANDSCAPE 
ART 
Exhibition at the Royal Academy 


AN exhibition of Landscape in French 
“~* Art, 1500 to 1900, is now on show 
at the Royal Academy gallery. The exhi- 
bits are of unsurpassable brilliance— 
over 600 paintings, drawings and tgpes- 
tries being on view. Such a collection 
of masterpieces cannot have been brought 
together before. Owners have been most 
generous in loaning their pictures, and 
works shown have come from _ their 
Majesties the King and Queen, the 
Louvre, public galleries, and private col- 
lections. 

The aim of the exhibition is to illus- 
trate the evolution of French landscape 
painting from the late sixteenth century 
to the end of the nineteenth century; this 
it certainly succeeds in doing. The pic- 
tures are superb examples of their periods. 
Claude (1600-1682) is particularly well 
represented by twenty-six works, and 
Poussin (1599-1665) by s:xteen. The names 
of Clouet, Millet, Fragonard, Hubert 
Robert, Watteau, Pater, Lancret, Manet 
and others give an indication of the 
work on view. Of the post impression- 
ists Van Gogh, Gauguin and Passarro 
are well represented. The industry of these 
painters, particularly Claude and Pous- 
sin, must have been enormous considering 
they probably prepared, or superintended 
the preparation of, their own colours. 

Of the tapestries, the composition of 
the subjects are masterly and the schemes 
are poems in colour. A tribute must be 
paid to the compiling of the catalogue. 
giving, as it does, the history of many 
of the pictures from their commission to 
their ultimate destination. 

The exhibition remains open daily from 
10 to 7 p.m., Sundays 2 to 6 p.m., until 
March 5. W. J. Wi 


COMING EVENT 


Monday, December 19. 

InstiITUTION OF ELectricaL ENGingERS.—‘ ®he 
Acoustics of Studios and Auditoria,” by Mr. W. 
Allen. LE.E., Savoy-place, London, W.C2. 
5.30 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 


Saturday, December 15, 1849. 
WHAT iS A FOREMAN?—In the Court 
of Exchequer, on Tuesday, a -builder’s 
scaffolder : described’ a foreman as “a 
man who walks about and does nothing, 
and orders everybody else to work.” 








Appointments. 


THE appointment of Mr. W. T.. C. 
Walker, A.R.I.B.A., Rome Scholar in 
Architecture 1937, as deputy count 
architect (design) to the County Counc 
of the West Riding of Yorkshire is an- 
nounced. Mr. Walker studied at the 
Edinburgh School of Architecture, where 
he obtained the diplomas in architecture 
and town planning, and in addition the 
Rowand Anderson studentship and the 
Arthur Cates prize. 

This new appointment has been made 
by the Council in order that a senior 
member of the county architect’s staff can 
give his entire attention to the archi- 
tectural design problems involved in the 
Council’s large building programme. 


Mr. N. € SIDWELL, BSc., 
M.1.Struct.E., A.R.LCS., who is at 
present Head of the Department of 


Building at the Technical College, Barns- 
ley, is to take up the appointment, early 
in the new year, of Head of the Depart- 
ment of Building at the Heriot-Watt Col- 
lege, Edinburgh. 
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CRAWLEY NEW TOWN PROGRESS 
Development Corporation’s Third Report 


WELL over 200 representatives of 

local government and other public 
bodies concerned with the administra- 
tion of the Crawley new town area 
assembled at the George Hotel, Crawley, 
on December 10, to hear SiR THOMAS 
BENNETT, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., chairman of 
Crawley New Town Development Corp- 
oration, report on the Corporation’s 
work during the past year. 

This was the third report of the Corp- 
oration and the wide range of matters 
covered by Sir Thomas, including the 
completion of some of the first houses 
for the West Green neighbourhood, in- 
dicated the commendable progress that 
— made with the project during 
1949. 

Following is a summary of the report 
given by Sir Thomas:— 

At the end of 1948 the Crawley De- 
velopment Corporation considered that 
it had completed its preliminary exam- 
ination of the designated area and 
services to a point which enabled it to 
submit a draft master plan. At the 
beginning of 1949 it was, therefore, able 
to start constructive work. This work 
may be classified under five headings :— 

(1) The completion of survey and 
detailed drawings to show owners the 
precise effect of development upon 
their property. ; 

(2) To acquire property sufficiently 
in advance of building to give reason- 
able notice to present occupiers and 
prevent delay in the building pro- 
gramme. 

(3) To develop the industrial area 
and thus to provide primary employ- 
ment. 

(4) To prepare for and let contracts 
for services and buildings. 

(5) To forecast the financial result 
of development with regard to its own 
expenditure and that of local authori- 


tres. 
The plan was submitted in its final 
form ‘to the Minister of Town and 


Country Planning in July, 1949, and on 
October 19 the Minister held a public 
inquiry. No objections to the plan were 





CRAWLEY NEW TOWN HOUSING. 


completed in the West Green Neighbourhood to designs by Messrs. Godman 
and Kay, FF.R.I.B.A. 
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the construction of 50 houses and 87 flats 
on Site 3, and this contract will com- 
mence in January, 1950. 

The architects next turned their atten- 
tion to Site No. 4, drawings of which are 
well in hand; the site plan is completed. 
Some houses and flats will be erected to 
the designs of the Corporation’s archi- 
tects while other flats will be designed 
by Messrs. Minoprio and Spencely. We 
have agreed to transfer a site to the 
Horsham R.D.C. for the erection of 50 
houses, in order that the council may 
continue their programme for the housing 
of Crawley tenants. We understand that 
this scheme will commence in the early 
part of 1950. The West Sussex County 
Council are preparing schemes for a 
primary school in West Green, the build- 
ing of which, we understand, will also 
commence in 1950. The plan of West 
Green includes certain sites which are 
suitable for the erection of individual 
houses, designed by private architects to 
instructions of house-owners, and we hope 
in due course to be in a position to offer 
leases of these sites to those who wish to 
build a house in this neighbourhood. 
They will then be able to use their own 
architects and contractors. Altogether, 
the total area of new development at 
West Green is 112 acres, the area avail- 
able for immediate use is 87 acres, and 
the area taken up by shops, service in- 
dustry, schools, churches and open space 
is 25 acres. , 

The 87 acres available for use will 
provide for approximately 800 dwellings, 
including 50 for the Horsham R.D.C. 
With the exception of the area at preseni 
occupied by the Crawley Hospital, the 
whole of the new development quoted 
above can be executed without the 
demolition of a house or shop. 

Contracts for work in West Green have 
been secured by a number of firms.’ A 
summary of contracts completed or in 
hand is as follows: roads for 36 dwellings, 
Messrs. H. J. Paris (approx.) £7,500; 32 
houses and 4 flats, Messrs. Hoad and Tay- 
lor, £45,500; roads and services for the 
whole neighbourhood, The Turriff Con- 
struction Co., £174,000;. 105 houses, 
Messrs. Frank Bilton (London) Ltd., 


lodged by any of the county, rural or 
parish councils, nor by any of the 
Ministries or statutory undertakers. We 
understand that the Ministry itself is 
favourably impressed with the layout and 
the thoroughness of its preparation and we 
hope to receive the Minister’s confirma- 
tion at any moment. We believe the plan 
will produce a fine and impressive town 
on thoroughly economical lines, with the 
minimum disturbance to the property and 
aw interests of the neighbour- 
ood. 


West Green Neighbourhood. 

The Corporation’s architects and 
planners immediately applied themselves 
to the production of detailed surveys of 
the industrial area and the West Green 
neighbourhood. A detailed survey of the 
whole area has been made, all existing 
properties have been plotted and the plan 
shows the extent to which existing 
properties will be affected by the develop- 
ment which we are now carrying out. The 
Corporation next prepared detailed work- 
ing drawings of the roads and services 
for the area, the contract commencing in 
July, 1949, for those portions which will 
not affect existing properties. 

Prior to the completion of the layout, 
the Corporation: selected a small piece of 
land adjacent to the Ifield-road in order 
that it might commence the construction 
of 32 houses and four flats intended for 
workers on the Corporation staff and key 
workers in building and industry. The 
construction of the roads commenced in 
May, 1948, and the houses in October, 
1948. Twenty-four houses are now let 
and occupied, and the remaining 12 
houses will be completed by Christmas. 
The scheme is incorporated in the plan 
for the West Green neighbourhood. 

In the meantime, our architects made 
drawings for 24 different types of houses 
within the limits of the Housing Manual 
and in November, 1949, work com- 
menced upon 105 houses which will em- Lt 
brace all these types and in due course £171,500; and 50 houses, Ideal Building 
they will be available for inspec- and Land Development Co. (approx.) 
tion. Drawings were then completed for £77,000. 


Northgate Neighbourhood. 

It was considered essential that we: 
should press forward with detailed plans 
of the Northgate neighbourhood. A com- 
plete survey and detailed plan were pre- 
pared and the plan shows the effect of 
the development upon existing properties 
of which none is affected by immediate 
development. A portion of the site im- 
mediately available was selected and with 
the approval of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning and the Ministry of 
Health the contract for the roads and ser- 
vices on Site No. 1 was placed with 
Messrs. Willment Bros., Ltd., at a nego- 
tiated price of £30,500 based on the ten- 
ders submitted for their work in the indus- 
trial area. 

Thus the contractors were able to trans- 
fer to Northgate the men working on the 
industrial road. The area available in 
Northgate for development is 144 acres. 
The ultimate area available for housing 
is 104 acres (providing about 1,040 new 
dwelling units) and the remaining 40 
acres will be taken up by shops, service 
industry, schools, churches, public open 
spaces, etc. The whole of this new de- 
velopment can be carried out without the 
demolition of property. 

We have completed the layout and de- 
sign of 133 dwellings which are to be 
erected on this site, and we expect tc: 
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finalise this work and go to tender in 
March, 1950. The immediate work in 
Northgate will open up a further 50 sites 
which the Corporation have agreed to 
transfer to the Horsham R.D.C. so that 
they can continue their housing pro- 
gramme for local residents. 

A preliminary and detailed survey of 
Three Bridges, Southgate and Pound Hill 
neighbourhood units is now actively in 
progress, in order that we may at the earli- 
est date issue plans which enable pro- 
perty Owners in this area to know the 
effects of the Corporation’s proposals 
upon their holdings. The plan of Three 
Bridges will be available in 1950 and the 
Corporation expects to commence de- 
velopment in 1951. The Cuckfield Coun- 
cil wish to erect houses for local inhabi- 
tants and the Corporation has agreed to 
the development of a site sufficient for 
80 houses on Blackwater Farm, Pound 
Hill. Ten acres which will be surren- 
dered on this farm will be replaced by 
114 acres which the Corporation are pur- 
chasing ready for this purpose. Plans 
of Pound Hill and Southgate will also be 
available in 1950. 


The Industrial Area. 

The Corporation considered that if it 
was to produce a self-supporting town it 
would be necessary for industry to com- 
mence its contact with Crawley at a very 
early date, and that sites should be avail- 
able upon which to erect factories. As 
soon as factories are operating they will 
have good road access for materials and 
finished products, and road and rail access 
for their operatives. 

Plans, therefore, were finalised at an 
early date for the construction of the 
first portion of the factory access road. 
Work commenced on January 10, 1949, 
and by October of this year approxi- 
mately 600 yards of road. was completed, 
opening up about 50 acres of factory land. 
An extension of 120 yards east of Magpie 
Wood is now in hand. The junction be- 
tween the industrial road and the London 
road has been completed and the garden- 
ing carried out by Messrs. Cheal to our 
designs. 

Our Estate Officers have been in con- 
tact with many firms representing such 
trades as ladder and truck manufacture, 
knitted wear, children’s clothing, paint, 
furniture making, printing, confectionery, 
pharmaceutical, instruments, food pro- 
ducts and engineering (many kinds). 

On September 23 Messrs. W. C. Young- 
man, of Wandsworth, signed the first 
agreement for a lease. This was for 10 
acres of land. 
architect Mr. A. E. Barnard, A.R.J.B.A.: 
the design of the buildings has been com- 
pleted and submitted to tender. The con- 
tract has been obtained by Messrs. James 
Longley and Co., Ltd. Work will com- 
mence immediately. 

Very active negotiations are in hand for 
a further site of 10 acres, which the chair- 
man of Messrs. Vitamins, Ltd., announced 
a short time ago would be used for the 
production of vitamin products; and we 
have advanced negotiations for a further 
site of 15 acres from another important 
industry. 

Side by side with the leasing of land to 
these important manufacturers, we have 
decided that encouragement must be given 
to the smaller firms who do not wish to 
lay out capital on buildings and we pro- 
pose, therefore, to build 22,000 sq. ft. of 
standard factory accommodation to let 
at a rack rent. 

Terms and leases for 11,000 sq. ft. have 
already been agreed, the first block to 
Test House Equipment, Ltd., of Croydon, 
for the manufacture of instruments, and 


They retained as their £35 
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CRAWLEY NEW TOWN HOUSING. 
contract for 36 dwellings in the West Green Neighbourhood. 
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Kay, FF.R.I1.B.A., architects. 


the second to Messrs. Bale and Church, 
manufacturers of a cleaning product. If, 
as may now be confidently anticipated, 
these agreements are all implemented, 
Crawley will have laid the foundation of 
a very valuable industrial area. 
Considerable progress has been made 
during the year with the main services. 
The roads and services are being con- 
structed by Messrs. Willment Bros. at a 
cost of £50,000, and the standard factories 
by Messrs. Holloway Bros. at .a cost of 


> 


Services. 

Water.—The Corporation completed 
arrangements with the Cuckfield R.D.C., 
the Uckfield R.D.C., the East Grinstead 
Gas and Water Company (now the South 
Eastern Gas Board) and the East Sussex 
County Council, as a result of which a 
draft Order, which has now been pub- 
lished by the Ministry, was submitted to 
the Ministry of Health in March, 1949, 
for the establishment of a joint Water 
Supply Board to construct and operate 
the Weir Wood Reservoir, the attendant 
service reservoirs and mains. This 
scheme will be of great service to a very 
large part of East Sussex, providing 
eventually for about 160 sq. miles of the 
country. Messrs. Lapworth and Part- 
ners, the engineers, have completed their 
drawings and are ready to invite tenders 
for construction as soon as the Board is 
constituted. The Minister of Health has 
made an allocation of 1,335 tons of steel 
to cover the supply of the necessary pipes 
and machinery, and orders have been pro- 


visionally placed by the Crawley Develop- 
ment Corporation. 

Orders placed and contracts so far let 
are: Stewarts and Lloyds, and Glenfield: 
and Kennedy, pipes and fittings, £82,500; 
boreholes, Le Grand Sutcliffe and Gell, 
= Construction Corporation. - 


Sewerage-—On January 24, 1949, the 
Corporation commenced the construction 
of the first length of the main trunk 
sewer, running from the site of the sewage 
treatment works to a point west of the 
London-Brighton railway at Gatwick- 
Practically all this work has been com- 
pleted. In May a contract was let for 
the construction of the first section of the 
sewage treatment works and another for 
the construction of the second length of 
trunk sewer. 

It is anticipated that the sewage works 
will be in operation in 1951. Contracts 
for sewage works and services have been 
let to Tke Cementation Co., Messrs. Gil- 
bert Ash and Messrs. Howard Farrow 
amounting to £208,000. A contract for 
pumps has been let to Messrs. Gwynnes 
Pumps at £12,200. 

Surface Water Drainage-—During the 
year many details of surface drainage 
works were agreed with the Thames Con- 
servancy Board. These surface water 
works will deal with most of West Green. 
Northgate, part of Southgate, and the 
Town Centre, thus at an early date pro- 
viding for adequate surface water flow as 
the Corporation promised in 1947. The 
work has been advertised for tender. , 

Electricity——The Corporation have re- 
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ceived the most active co-operation from 
the South Eastern Electricity Board, and 
this Board is at present engaged upon 
development proposals which will enable 
it to provide an adequate supply of 
electricity as soon as industry and housing 
make big demands upon its service. 

Gas.—Work has commenced upon the 
laying of the 18-in. high pressure gas 
main. Some 800 yards of the main 
has been laid, and this work is proceed- 
ing according to programme. In due 
course it will be necessary to erect gas 
holders of substantial size at Crawley, 
and our architects are investigating with 
the Gas Board the best position for 
these holders, which will be economic 
from the point of view of the Board and 
not unsightly as far as the new town 
is concerned. 

Street Lighting —This is in the charge 
of the Parish Councils, and in order that 
there might be uniformity throughout 
the new town, a Working Party has 
been formed to consider the most suit- 


able type of lighting. 

Railway Facilities——-The Corporation 
has been in contact with the Chairman of 
the Railway Executive and with members 
of railway staff. They have been 
examining the future train services to 
Gatwick, Three Bridges and Crawley, and 
in particular the congestion which is at 
present caused by the heavy traffic on the 
main line between Croydon and Mers- 
tham. The railway works in that area 
are now considered to be of very great 
urgency and British Railways hope to 
commence actual contracts during 1950. 


The Town Centre. 

After giving details of the land pur- 

chased by the Development Corporation, 
Sir Thomas continued: We have now 
completed the detailed survey of the 
existing development in the centre of 
Crawley. Work is proceeding with the 
highway and railway authorities on the 
detailed design of the main road junctions 
to determine their exact effect upon exist- 
ing buildings. When these details are 
complete we shall publish a plan of the 
centre showing the new streets and roads 
which will create sites for shops, offices, 
places of recreation and public build- 
ings. 
Actual construction will only begin 
when the demand for new shops and 
other buildings is apparent : we have con- 
sidered that we should allow for com- 
mencing work on some new streets in 
1952. 

The Corporation has laid down a pro- 
gramme for the next three years of 
work, in an effort to forecast the amount 
of labour required. 

The present number of men employed 
is between 350-400. In accordance with 
the desires of the contractors we have 
established a hostel at Tilgate capable 
of taking 38 men, and to provide for 
the housing of workmen for 1950 and 
onwards we commenced work on 
October 24 to convert part of the Army 
camp buildings at Tilgate into a hostel 
for 500 men. The contract cost is £23,250 


and the contractors Messrs. George 
Smith (Brighton), Ltd. 
Offices. 


The Corporation studied the problem 
of providing economic offices and con- 
sidered at one time the necessity for 
building a substantial semi-permanent 
office-block, Eventually Broadfield came 
into the market and was purchased at 
a reasonable price. 

It has proved a good building to use 
as a headquarters but is, of course, un- 
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able to accommodate all the technical 
people who were needed, and during the 
year it has been necessary to provide 
in Ministry of Works hutting drawing 
offices for the architects, engineers, and 
surveyors. The work has been carried 
out by Messrs. James Longley and Co., 
Ltd., at a cost of £17,000. These build- 
ings are now completed and occupied. 


Finance. 

Substantial expenditure is now being 
incurred. Contracts have been let to the 
value of £880,000 and work which the 
staff are completing will enable us to let 
further contracts to a total of £987,500. 

In addition to these sums lessees will 
expend very considerable amounts of 
money as sites are let and they erect 
their own buildings so that total expendi- 
ture will run to sums approaching 
£1,250,000. 

At a later date individuals will build 
their own houses, and other types of 
users, such as the banks, building societies 
or cinemas will take sites and develop 
with their own money. 

The Corporation would have failed in 
its duty had it not been conscious of the 
necessity for endeavouring to forecast the 
final financial position on so great an 
Operation, and it therefore instructed 
its finance officers many months ago to 
produce figures which would show the 
capital cost of the whole development 
and the revenue account which would 
accrue. The basic aim of the Corpora- 
tion is to develop the town on the basis 
of public funds and to show a 3 per cent. 
return on the capital involved. As a 
basis of our calculations we are plac- 
ing house rents at the present Corpora- 
tion level and rents for factory land, 
rack rents for factories built by the Cor- 
poration and rack rents for shops at a 
reasonable valuation. I am sure you 
would not wish us to publish these 
figures until we are satisfied that they 
have been fully checked, when we shail 
hope to show you a carefully prepared 
financial picture. 


DECENTRALISATION 
FROM LONDON 


Ministry’s Proposals for Population 


and Industry 


THE Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning has issued a memorandum 
setting out proposals for moving popula- 
tion and industry from the crowded areas 
of inner London. This will be a simul- 
taneous process. Eight new towns— 
Basildon, Bracknell, Crawley, Harlow, 
Hatfield, Hemel Hempstead, Stevenage 
and Welwyn Garden City—are expected 
to take about a quarter of a million 
Londoners, and homes for many more 
will be provided in other reception towns. 
These towns include Ashford (Kent), 
Aylesbury, Basingstoke, Billericay, 
Bletchley, Brentwood, Frimley and Cam- 
berley, Harpenden, Hertford, Letchworth, 
Reading, St. Albans, Slough, Thurrock, 
Witham and Woking. There may also 
be considerable expansion of Chelmsford 
and Newbury. 

The plans for linking particular “ export- 
ing” districts with particular reception 
towns are based on the natural inclina- 
tion of people to move outward along 
the lines of communication. The Greater 
London area has accordingly been divi- 
ded into five sectors, three to the north 
of the Thames and two to the south. 
In each sector the authorities in the 
inner part are linked for decentralisation 
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purposes with reception towns in the 
outer part. 

In this way, people from the congested 
inner areas of Essex, for example, are 
expected to find homes and work either 
in the new towns of Harlow and 
Basildon, or in the reception areas of 
Billericay, Brentwood and Thurrock. 
Those from the inner areas of Surrey 
may move either to the new town of 
Crawley or to Frimley, Camberley and 
Woking. Within the County of London, 
the people living north of the Thames 
may be expected to move out northwards 
to any sector, and those living to the 
south southwards. 

The two appendices to the memoran- 
dum given below show the provisional 
list of reception towns and the linkage 
of exporting authorities with reception 


towns. 


APPENDIX I. — PROVISIONAL LIST OF 
RECEPTION TOWNS 

Approx. Approx. Apprex 
present expan- ultimate 
popula- sion. _popula- 

tion tion 

(i) (2) (3) 4) 

New Towns— 

Basildon 25,000 25,000 50,000 
Bracknell 5,000 20,000 25,000 
Crawley 10,000 ,008 50,000 
Harlow 5,000 55,000 60,000 
Hatfield soak 12,000 13,000 25,008 
Hemel Hempstead 22,500 37,500 60,000 
Stevenage An .. 6,500 53,500 60,008 
Welwyn Garden City... 18,000 18,500 36,500 


‘** Expanded’? Towns— 


*Ashford U.D. (Kent)... 24,000 19,000 43,000 
*Aylesbury B. ... 20,000 18,008 38,000 
*Basingstoke B. --- 16,500 18,500 35,000 
Billericay U.D. (ex- 
cluding Basildon N.T.) 17,000 11,000 28,000 
*Bletchley U.D. és 500 10,000 19,500 
Brentwood U.D. ... 28,000 16,000 44,000 
Frimley and Camber- 
ley U.D. ms ..- 17,000 10,000 27,000 
Harpenden U.D. 14,500 5,000 19,500 
Hertford B. ... 14,000 6,000 20,000 
Letchworth U.D. 0,000 12,000 32,000 
*Reading C.B. 114,500 12,000 (from 
London) 
St. Albans B. 43,000 17,000 ,000 
Slough (Greater) 80,000 30,000 110,000 
Thurrock U.D. 76,000 33,000 109,000 
*Witham U.D. 8,000 14,000 22,000 
Woking U.D. 46,000 14,000 60,000 
** Expanded’? Towns 
(provisional) 
* Aylsham (Kent) .- 3,000 15,000 18,000 
*Chelmsford U.D. . 36,000 11,000 47,000 
*Newbury B. ... 18,000 17,000 35,000 
Notes: 


(1) The list above is not comprehensive or final ; 
further proposals for “ expanded’’ towns are under 
examination. fet 

(2) “ Expanded ’’ towns marked with an asterisk 
in the above list are outside the Greater London 
Region. 

(3) The population figures given above in columns 
(3) and (4) are to be regarded as indicative only ; 
in certain cases they may need revision, either up- 
wards or downwards. 


APPENDIX II.—LINKAGE OF EXPORTING 
AUTHORITIES WITH RECEPTION TOWNS 
WITHIN THE GREATER LONDON REGION 

Secror 1, Essex. Exporting Authorities : Barking 
B., Dagenham B., East Ham C.B., Hornchurch U.D., 
Ilford B., Leyton B., Romford B., Walthamstow B., 
Wanstead and Woodford U.D., and West Ham 
C.B. Receiving Authorities: Basildon N.T., *Bil- 
lericay U.D., * Brentwood U.D., Harlow N.T., and 
*Thurrock U.D. 

SECTOR 2, MIDDLESEX (PART) AND HERTS. Export- 
ing Authorities: Acton B., East Barnet U.D., 
Edmonton B., Enfield U.D., Finchley B., Friern 
Barnet U.D., Harrow U.D., Hendon B., Hornsey B., 
Southgate B., Tottenham B., Wembley B., Willesden 
B., and Wood Green. Receiving Authorities: 
Harlow N.T., * Harpenden U.D., Hatfield N.T., 
Hemel Hempstead N.T., * Hertford B., * Letchworth 
U.D., * St. Albans B., Stevenage N.T., and Welwyn 
N.T. 


Sector 3, MIDDLESEX (PART) AND _ BUCKS. 
Exporting Authorities: Brentford and Chiswick B., 
Ealing B., Feltham U.D., Hayes and Harlington 
U.D., Heston and Isleworth B., Southall B., and 
Twickenham B. Receiving Authorities: Bracknell 
N.T., and Slough B. 

Note.—The Metropolitan Boroughs, north of the 
Thames, which have an overspill problem will be 
linked with Sectors 1, 2 and 3. 
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East entrance to site, showing north wing in background. 


HOUSING SCHEME, CAMBRIDGE GARDENS, KINGSTON 
FOR THE KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES CORPORATION 
SYDNEY CLOUGH, SON AND PARTNERS, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


HE existing building on this site, 
the Royal Cambridge Homes, 
settled and cracked continually through 
the years as a result of the unstable 
nature of the ground formation. Piling 
therefore was considered essential for 
the new buildings and some 650 rein- 
forced concrete piles, varying in length 
from 20 ft. to 40 ft., have been used in 
the foundations. 
In order to maintain the existing 
amenities the new buildings are planned 
to fill the open spaces and avoid cutting 
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down the many fine trees; of the 130 
or more on the site, only four of the 
larger trees have had to be removed. 
A total of 160 flats had to be accom- 
modated on the site of about 5} acres, 
and this has been achieved by planning 
a four-storey block at the west end of 
the site, and going up to seven storeys 
in the centre of the site, where sur- 
rounding properties are not affected. 

The buildings consist of west block 
(16 flats in 4 floors); east wing (36 


flats in 6 floors) ; north wing (20 flats 








The layout. 


in 5 floors); centre wing (24 flats in 


6 floors); entrance wing (28 flats in 
7 floors); and west wing (36 flats in 
6 floors). West block has reinforced 


concrete foundations, brick walls, hol- 
low-tile concrete floors and a timber- 
framed, pitched roof covered with 
pantiles. The main block is a steel 
framed structure with Il-in. hollow- 
brick panel walls, hollow-tile concrete 
floors and flat roofs. 

The types of flats provided are: 
19 4-bedroom (3 double and 1 single) 
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Front elevation of entrance wing (between centre and west wings). 


63 3-bedroom (2 double Generally, all flats have, in addition, five upper-f flats at north end of 
an entrance hall with cloaks recess: east wing); a kitchen with service 
a living-room with access to private hatch to living room, a bathroom and 
balcony (except ground-floor flats and separate w.c. (except in one-bedroom 


for 7 persons ; 
and | single) for 5 persons ; 38 2-bed- 
room (2 double) for 4 persons; and 
40 1-bedroom (1 double) for 2 persons. 
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Sse reset ae 





Throughway in cntrance wing. 
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flats where these offices are combined) ; 
and a linen cupboard. All bedrooms 
are fitted with built-in clothes cup- 
boards. 

Kitchens are provided with a sink 
and, in most cases, a double removable 
draining board, a larder and a built-in 
full-height kitchen fitment. 

Every flat has three radiators pro- 
viding warmth in winter by “ back- 
ground” central heating from a boiler 
house at the north end of the centre 
wing. In addition, the living-rooms 
are provided with a coal fireplace and 
gas point. Electric plug points are 
also provided. 

Each flat is provided with a fixed coal 
container, and at each landing level 
a self-closing rubbish hopper leads down 
a chute and discharges into a removable 
container at ground level. A central 
laundry for tenants has been incor- 
porated in the scheme. 

The Queen Mary Hall is for the use 
of the tenants for entertainment and 
social gatherings, while approximately 
90 stores for tenants’ belongings are 
provided at ground level. 

Th2 general contractors were Messrs. 
Speirs, Ltd., of London. The clerk of 
works was Mr. R. Nelson, and ihe 
general foreman Mr. Bass. 

The following were among the principal sub 
contractors 

Demolition, Gorst and Co., Ltd. ; asphalt and 
pitchmastic floors, The Excel Asphalte Co. ; 
reinforced concrete works, designed by Indented 
Bar, Ltd., and executed by Caxton Floors, Ltd., 
and Messrs. Speirs ; facing bricks, The Marston 
Valley Brick Co.; artificial stonework, The 
Enfield Stone Co., Ltd structural steelwork, 
Banister, Walton and Co., Ltd.; wall tiles, 


Wiggins Sankey and Cope and Co., Ltd.; 
roofing and roofing tiles, Roberts Adlard and 


Co., Ltd wood block flooring, Horsley Smith 
and Co., and Bennetts Flooring (Tungit) Co., 
Ltd.; waterproofing, R.I.W. Protective Pro- 


ducts Co., Ltd.: hot water installation and 
central heating, Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd. ; 
fireplace surrounds, General Light Castings Co., 
Ltd.; gas installation, South Eastern Gas Board, 
Kingston; heating boilers, Ideal Boilers and 
Radiators, Ltd. ; electrical installation, Holliday 
Hall and Stinson; plumbing works, W. C. Deane, 
Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Dent and Hellyer ; iron- 
mongery, Parker, Winder and Achurch, Ltd.; 
metal casements, Brunswick Metal Casement Co.; 
joinery work, Thorogood, Ltd.; cement glaze 
finish, Emalux, Ltd., John Ellis and Sons, Ltd. ; 
foundation and opening stone, supplied and 
carved by Mr. George Mansell; lifts, The paths, W. H 
Express Lift Co.; kitchen cabinets, Built-in and cellar 
Fixtures, Ltd.: paint Docker Bros.; ash machines, 

hoist, Gardiner Sons, and Co., Ltd. ; roads and Co. id; 
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South ends of east, centre and west wings. 


dust chutes J. A. King and Co.; and drying machines in 
washing laundry, Lister Bros. Glazing was by Faulkner 
Greene and Co., Ltd., and painting by C. and T. 
Painters, Lid. 


Gaze and Sons, Ltd. ; 
flaps, Haywards, Ltd. ; 


Glas-crete windows to staircase, 
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Interior of entrance, west block. 


Laundry and drying-room. 
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General view of the Green, showing the memorial shelter. 


A WAR MEMORIAL SHELTER, DRAYTON, NORWICH 


T. G. SCOTT, F.R.1.B.A. (A. F. SCOTT AND SONS), ARCHITECT 
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LLUSTRATED in these pages 
is a roadside shelter which 
has been given by Messrs. R. G. 
Carter, Ltd, of Drayton, Norwich, 
as a memorial to the men of 
their firm who lost their lives in 
the war. The shelter was dedi- 
cated on October 2 last by the 
Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Norwich, 
when a memorial tablet of 
Portland stone, set inside the 
shelter, was unveiled by Mr. 
R. G. Carter, J.P., the governing 
director of the firm. The shelter, 
for which locally grown oak was 
used, was designed by Mr. 
Theodore G. Scott, F.R.I.B.A. 
(Messrs. A. F. Scott and Sons, 
FF.R.1.B.A.), and carried out by 
Messrs. R. G. Carter, Ltd. The 
oak plaque was carved by Mr. 
Cecil Howard, of South Walsham, 
and is an interesting example of 
how a contemporary theme—the 
trend of rural industry towards 
mechanisation—can_ be treated 
within the limits of the carver’s 
craft. The shelter has been given 
by Mr. Carter to the Drayton 
Parish Council for public use. 


fhove: Detail of shelter. Left: The 

oak plaque, depicting local indus- 

tries, carved by Mr. Cecil Howard, 
of South Walsham. 
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ARCHITECTS: THE 
SUPPLY AND DEMAND 
A Report on Personnel 


Toe present and future supply and 
demand for persons with profes- 
sional qualifications in architecture is 
the subject of a report* issued by the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service. 
The report has been compiled by a speci- 
ally appointed sub-committee of the 
Ministry's Technical Personnel Com- 
mittee, presided over by Lord Hankey. 

The report discusses the field of employ- 
ment of architects and gives facts and 
figures concerning the demand for and the 
supply of architects at present, and throws 
light on the position likely to exist over 
the next five to ten years. Facts about 
the labour force in building and civil 
engineering are also given. 

The conclusions reached and recom- 
mendations made in the report are as 
follows : — 

The strength of the architectural pro- 
fession should, fundamentally, be related 
to the capacity of the building industry 
in labour and materials. In addition, a 
limited number of architects will become 
qualified and practise as town planners. 
The figures available suggest that the 
building and civil engineering labour force 
will resume pre-war proportions when the 
embargo on capital expenditure is lifted. 
At the same time, it is to be appreciated 
that changed conditions of employment 
will be found to have reduced the relative 
output capacity of the industry. Never- 
theless, this is considered the only factor 
upon which the future needs of the pro- 
fession can reasonably be based, and in 
the light of the detailed reports and 
opinions which have been studied, the 
following conclusions have been reached: 


Conclusion No. 1. 

The number of architects needed in the 
future may be slightly higher than before 
the war, and future recruitment should be 
adjusted accordingly. There is at present 
no serious shortage of principals or archi- 
tects for senior appointments, but there is 
a shortage of both experienced qualified 
assistants and junior assistants. 

The numbers at present under training 
ate sufficient, within the next five years, 
to make good the shortage of qualified 
assistants: these assistants will inevitably 
become experienced with the passage of 
time. The present rate of entry into the 
universities and technical colleges is con- 
siderably greater than in pre-war years, 
and if maintained after the present short- 
age has been made good, will result in 
the training of more men and‘women than 
the profession can economically absorb. 

It is therefore recommended that no 
action is necessary to increase the pre- 
sent rate of entry into the architectural 
profession by means of full-time training 
in universities and technical colleges. It 
it further recommended that the employ- 
ment position within the profession should 
be closely and constantly studied in order 
that recruitueut should not seriously 
exceed demands, and that in any case, a 
tendency towards a further increase in the 
number of entries should be discouraged. 


Conclusion No. 2. 

The shortage of junior assistants should 
become less acute as a result of the defer- 
ment of the national service of pupils and 
assistants-in-training, and the re-employ- 
ment of those who have already completed 
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their service. These assistants are, for the 
most part, recruited and trained in the 


offices of architects in private practice. 


The activities of this section of the pro- 
fession are, however, seriously limited in 
consequence of the priority given to State- 
controlled works undertaken by expanding 
central and local government departments 
and similar organisations. Until and 
unless architects in private practice are 
more fully employed as a result of an 
increase in the availability of building 
labour and materials for private enter- 
prise, or the wider use of their services on 
schemes for central and local government 
authorities, the supply of assistants of a 
suitable grade for appointment to official 
posts will remain short of the demand. 

It is, therefore, recommended that cen- 
tral and local government authorities 
should be encouraged to make the fulleut 
possible use of the services of architects 
In private practice for works which are in 
excess of the output capacity of their per- 
manent establishment of architectural 
personnel. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


“Recognition of Management Study 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


GR,—There has, recently, been refer- 
ence in your correspondence 
columns to training in management, and 
Mr. Woodbine Parish has advocated the 
development of “recognised” short 
courses in modern administration and 
management methods formulated to suit 
conditions in the building industry. 

I am sure that all those interested in 
building education would like to feel that 
the word “recognised” in this context 
meant “regarded with favour by the 
industry,” since active evidence of this 
regard would be a powerful factor in 
stimulating development of such courses. 
The example of Foremanship Courses 
may be cited in this connection and the 
great benefit to their development which 
derived from the work and report of 
the N.F.B.T.E. Ad-Hoc Committee. 

Educational experiments of this type 
are possible only if there are forthcoming 
the right type of students prepared to 
work in the right way and, in this case 
particularly, students will enter such 
courses only if responsible men in the 
industry show that they, too, are inter- 
ested. The Colleges have much to learn 
about courses of this type and progress 
cannot be fast, but there are consider- 
able advantages at stake and there is no 
doubt that the experiments are worth 


while. 
D. A. G. REID, 
Principal, L.C.C. Brixton 
School of Building. 
Ferndale-road, S.W.4. 


Incentives: The Sharing of Time Saved 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 

IR,—I cannot let Mr. Macmillan’s 

letter published in your issue of 
December 2 go unchallenged, because, 
first, it is misleading, and second, because 
I think it is the kind of letter which is 
apt to create a gulf between employer 
and employed. 

What are the reasons for incentives? 
Surely twofold, firstly to get back to 1939 
output, and secondly to reduce current 
costs. If we talk about a fair and 
reasonable pre-bonus time of 100 hours, 
and a target time of 140 hours, it means 
that if an operative can do the job in 
120 hours, earn 10 hours’ bonus (on 
basis of a 50-50 share-out), the job will 
have cost the builder 30 per cent. more 
than it would have done with an average 
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output—and neither of the main objects 
of incentives will have been achieved. 

Mr. Macmillan complicates the issue 
with his theories based, no doubt, on 
engineering practice. “Basic” time, 
“standard” time and “target” time 
mean the same thing to a_ practical 
builder, and are represented by the 
normal time taken by an average opera- 
tive to do a given task. In the illustration 
quoted they are all 100 hours, and unless 
a job is done in less than that time, no 
bonus should be payable. Incentive 
schemes are to improve existing output 
levels, not to pay bonus for maintaining 
them. Mr. Macmillan has apparently 
forgotten that the pre-bonus output in, 
say, 1948 was probably not more than 
60 per cent. of pre-war. 

Here is an example, using Mr. Mac- 
millan’s own figures with the addition 
of 1939 figures: 

Hours. 


Average time taken in 1939 (sav) 60 
Average time taken in 1949 (say) 100 


(Basic time) 
Standard time 120 
Target time 140 
If the actual time taken was (say) 120 
Bonus (at 50/50 basis) = 5 tks 10 


On these figures an operative will be 
paid 10 hours’ bonus for doing a job 
in twice the time he took for an equiva- 
lent job in 1939. Is there something 
wrong here? Obviously, in that the 
target time should have been 100 hours 
and not 140 hours as suggested by your 
correspondent. In which latter case, no 
bonus would have been earned, which is 
surely correct. 

If we are striving to get back towards 
pre-war output, Mr. Macmillan’s scheme 
will never do that. In fact, a 20 per 
cent. bonus— usually visualised as the 
normal goal—will have been earned 
under his scheme, even if the operative 
does not improve his pre-bonus average 
output at all. 

The second major issue raised by Mr. 
Macmillan is the paying to the opera- 
tives of 100 per cent. of the saving over 
target figures. Doesn’t this encourage a 
very dangerous and inaccurate precept— 
that the effort has been entirely on the 
part of the operatives? Who pays for 
the administrative cost of the scheme? 
Where is the incentive to the employer? 
How are costs to be reduced, and how 
are the general public to benefit? Who 
recoups the employer for the losses which 
he may make on jobs where, due to 
unforeseen circumstances, actual output 
is not up to target level? 

I am of the opinion that any attempt 
to deprive the employer of a share in 
the time saved is to be deprecated. and 
not encouraged by irresponsible articles 
which can only do harm to the relation- 
ships already existing in the industry. 
P-A.Y.E. cannot in any way be compared 
with the employer’s share in an incentive 
scheme; to make a comparison is but to 
illustrate that there are as many people 
willing to throw spanners into the wheels 
as there are to make reasoned and well- 
thought-out efiticism on a subiect which 
in any case is full of difficulties and 
demands the most careful unbiased 
thought if the best solution is ultimately 
to be arrived at. 

E. G. Fisx. 


“Falmoor,” Meriden-road. | f 
Hampton-in-Arden, Warwickshire. 


Incentives : The Need for Unity 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
SiR, It is pleasing to note Mr. D. C. 
Burgess is still interested in this 
question. When in 1946 he and Mr. E. 
R. Hole first published a reasoned state- 
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ment for incentives in the building trade 
a hope was expressed that the idea would 
be generally adopted and difficulties 
“ironed out.” With the past three years” 
experience there should be data on which 
to base a general scheme. My past 
association, over a period of nearly 25 
years, with managers of contract depart- 
ments and foremen has shown that bonus 
payment schemes administered in good 
faith can benefit all working on building 
and engineering contracts — and the 
owners. 

Statistics, targets and quantities have 
their part in this question, but it is 
primarily a case of “get together” and 
work in unity. The inherent tolerance 
and common sense of the building com- 
munity should soon disperse the fog of 
apathy and the blight of over-planning 
now hindering the efforts to get a general 


scheme. 
W. H. AsHwin. 


Rectory Cottage, 
West Quantoxhead, Taunton. 


Incentives and T.W.I. 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 

IR,—I read in your issue of Decem- 

ber 2 of incentives and also of Train- 
ing Within Industry. Let me give you a 
true story of both. Two gangs of brick- 
layers—one each side of the road. One 
foreman had been through Training With- 
in Industry and the other not. Bonus was 
on the 50-50 basis, half to the men and 
half to the employers. The foreman with 
T.W.I. training and his gang of 16 brick- 
layers earned £1,000 bonus in fourteen 
weeks, against £300 for the gang of 22 
bricklayers, whose foreman was without 
T.W.L, which speaks for itself. 

But did the employers appreciate the 
man who could organise and get a good 
job done? No sir. The man with less 
bonus received eight shillings per week 
more than the man with big bonus, 
which shows employers do not want men 
who get results, despite their shouting 
about costs. Yes, I was the man with 
Training Within Industry experience and 
the eight shillings per week less. 

ALBERT SHORT. 

Pinner, Middlesex. 


Housing in Stone 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
IR,—As chairman of the Housing 
Centre Committee on Housing in 
the Stone Districts, I welcome your 
editorial comments (The Builder, Decem- 
ber 2) on building in stone. In May, 
1948, my committee submitted a memo- 
randum to the Ministers concerned urging 
that an additional housing subsidy 
should be made available immediately 
in certain areas, that research should 
be carried out, that encouragement should 
be given to quarry owners, and that steps 
should be taken to improve the supply 
of trained labour. Since the date of 
our memorandum, the extra subsidy has 
been made available, and official research 
has been undertaken into methods of 
building and costs. A recent inquiry 
among local authorities undertaken by 
my committee shows that a few authori- 
ties in the stone districts are building 
successfully in stone, but the great 
majority of local authorities are not suffi- 
ciently interested or brave or farsighted 
or wealthy enough to carry out a stone 
building programme, and much as we 
may wish to encourage private enterprise, 
the main employment of masons, as for 
other building trades, in the future must 

come through the local authorities. 
On the other hand it must be admitted 
that many authorities fight shy of stone 
house-building because they foresee 
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labour difficulties. Labour, however, 
cannot be blamed for holding back when 
it reads, for example, that the Council of 
the City of Bath, which is one of the 
most famous stone-built cities in the 
country, has had to accept, reluctantly, 
half its 1950 quota of houses in non- 
traditional types. It was suggested in the 
debate in the council that, if all houses 
were built in stone, delays would occur. 
No council with a long waiting list of 
housing applicants can easily withstand 
an accusation of this kind unless strong 
support is given by the Ministry and un- 
less the stone house-building industry is 
prepared to compete with the non- 
traditional types. 

We would therefore ask for the support 
of your readers in our campaign to stimu- 
late a demand for stone house-building 
amongst the general public. If we can 
get this demand the local authorities, and 
the Government, must support it too. 

VALERIE TENNANT. 
(Mrs. Peter Tennant.) 
Chairman, The Housing Centre 
Committee on Housing in the 
Stone __ Districts. 
13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 


Design for Street Lighting 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
~IR,—It seems to me that the science 
of street lighting is one of the things 
that have made very little progress in 
recent years, and that its inefficiency is 
the cause of most after-dark casualties. 

Only this evening (December 7) I was 
driving down a street which, by the way, 
is lit by a fairly average modern system, 
viz., the light is transfused through an 
area of about six inches by three, the 
lamp standards being about 150 ft. apart 
on alternate sides of street. On a wet 
night the whole roadway is cut up into 
streaks of intense light and dark; to-night 
a cyclist was passing in and out these 
streaks, and my passenger considered I 
was lucky to miss him. 

This letter is intended as a challenge 
to the designers of street-lighting appara- 
tus, as to whether they are not on the 
wrong track, and that the real solution in 
towns is flood-lighting the houses, either 
from the eaves and cornices or from the 
other side of the street. 

HAROLD FALKNER. 

Farnham, Surrey. 


OBITUARY 


Sir Philip H. Pilditch, B.A., A.R.I.B.A. 

We regret to record the death of Sir 
Philip Harold Pilditch, Bt., B.A. (Can- 
tab.), A.R.IL.B.A., A.R.LC.S., in London on 
December 6. He was 59, and was a 
partner in the firm of Pilditch, Chadwick 
and Company. 

He studied at Cambridge University, 
where he read History and Engineering 
and later took the architectural diploma 
course. He was then articled to Coll- 
cutt and Hamp, FF.R.I.B.A., and be- 
came an A.R.I.B.A. in 1919. His work 
included the village war memorial at 
Braughing, Herts, and he was responsible 
for the design of a number of country 
houses and business premises. 


H. E. Palmer. 

We regret to record the death, which 
took place on December 2, of Mr. Harry 
Palmer, chairman of Messrs. Allardyce 
Palmer, Ltd., advertising consultants. He 
was 57. The cremation, at Golders 
Green on December 8, was attended by 
many of his friends from the building 
industry. Mr. Palmer leaves a widow, 
daughter and son, Mr. Peter Palmer, who 
is joint managing director of the com- 
pany founded by his father. 
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VIEWS ON HOUSING 


Some Remarks by 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie 


HAT it was illogical for the Govern- 

. Ment, in making economic cuts, to 
maintain the various welfare services and 
yet decide at the same time to make 
reductions in the housing programme, 
was a view expressed by SIR PATRicx 
ABERCROMBIE at the annual meeting of 
the Housing Centre Trust on November 9, 

In referring to a number of different 
aspects of housing reform, Sir Patrick first 
questioned whether we had advanced very 
far in the past 25 years. There was a lot 
still to be done to replace obsolete pre- 
mises and houses lost during the war; also 
to deal with the increasing population, 
the building of satellite towns and the 
clearance of slum areas. 


He was in favour, he said, of a more 
stringent control on house reconditioning 
in urban districts and suggested that a 
time limit should be imposed when con- 
sent for this type of work was granted, 
There was too much “ spasmodic ” house 
building going on (by which he meant 
spasmodic and sporadic). Were we 
always sure that these reconditioned 
houses were sited in the most suitable 
places? 


Turning to the matter of land needed 
for housing purposes, the speaker said 
that all concerned with housing would 
have to stand up for themselves on this 
point. Nobody should want to build on 
the best agricultural land, but neither 
should the farmers be allowed to have it 
all their own way. A great deal of land 
up and down the country suitable for pro- 
duce was lying waste. Some Continental 
countries could teach us how to make full 
use of all our land suitable for cultivation. 

Commenting on criticism of standards 
of density, Sir Patrick said that the chief 
thing to achieve was a reasonable overall 
density for a community; better group- 
ing was what was needed. A low density 
was better than a high one, for it was 
more flexible. It should not, however, 
be too low: many of our large towns 
were overcrowded, but in contrast to them, 
many villages were under-populated. 
Community grouping had been carried 
Out with success in America, Warsaw and 
Sweden, he continued, and it was only by 
completing the building of a few new 
towns and neighbourhood units in this 
country that we could begin to assess our 
own achievements. 

Sir Patrick followed up these remarks 
by saying that ribbon building of cottages 
by some local authorities was still going 
on, and that in some country areas build- 
ing costs were made unnecessarily high 
because housing sites were served by ex- 
pensive roads built to take heavy traffic 
which was never likely to come near 
them. 

Speaking about the size of modern 
houses, he referred to the tendency of 
many authorities to adopt the fixed mini- 
mum-size house also as their maximum 
and forget that there were people (not 
always the higher-income-group class) 
who preferred to live in a roomier house. 
He thought, too, that the 1947 Act, in 
requiring an improvement charge to be 
imposed in cases where additions were 
made to houses, discouraged the desire 
for better and larger dwellings and 
believed that this charge should be 
omitted. Nor did he agree with a regu- 
lation, which he believed was to be put 
into effect, which would increase the rates 
on a house in which interior improve- 
ments were carried out. 
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SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 
R.LB.A. 


Council Minutes 


FOLLOWING are notes from the minutes 
of the R.I.B.A. Council meeting held on 
November 29 ;:— 

Appointments.—({a) Codes of Practice 
Council: R.1.B.A. representatives, Mr. 
C. J. Epril (F) and Mr. Charles Wood- 
ward (A) in place of Mr. Stanley Heaps 
(F) and Mr. Stanley Hamp (F). In addi- 
tion Mr. Charles Woodward has been 
appointed as R.I.B.A. representative on 
the Executive Committee and on the 
Building Services and Engineering Services 
Sectional Committees. (b) British Build- 
ing Documentation Committee: R.1.B.A. 
representative, Mr. Thompson, 
Assistant Librarian, R.I.B.A., in place of 
Mr. M. Roberts. Note: The 
second R.I.B.A. representative is Mr. 
Denzil Nield (A). (c) Festival of Britain 
Working Party on Building Research: 
Additional R.I.B.A. representative, Mr. 
R. N. Wakelin (A). (d) Consultative Com- 
mittee for the Stone Industry: R.1.B.A. 
representative, Mr. A. H. Moberly (F). 
(e) Royal Sanitary Institute Health Con- 
gress, Eastbourne, April 24-28, 1950: 
R.I.B.A. delegate, the President of the 
South-Eastern Society of Architects, or 
a representative to be nominated by him. 
(f) Public Works, Roads and Transport 
Congress Council: R.I.B.A. representa- 
tives, Mr. S. H. Loweth (F) and Mr. 
R. A. Duncan (A), the latter to serve also 
on the Executive Committee of the Coun- 


cil. 

The Gold Medal of the American In- 
stitute of Architects—The Secretary 
reported that the American Institute of 
Architects had awarded the Gold Medal 
of the Institute to Professor Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, M.A., F.S.A. (F). A very 
hearty vote of congratulations on this 
honour was passed in favour of Professor 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie. 

The Honorary  Associateship-——The 
Secretary reported that the following had 
accepted the Council’s nomination for 
election as Honorary Associates: Profes- 
sor Thomas Bodkin, M.A., _ D.Litt., 
M.R.I.A.; Mr. Thomas Downing Ken- 
drick, M.A., D.Litt., F.S.A.; Dr. F. M. 
Lea, O.B.E., D.Sc.; and Mr. Ian M. 
Leslie, J.P. 

Direct Election to the Fellowship.— 
The notices required under Bye-law 11 
having been duly given, the Council 
elected Mr. Ian Gordon 7 B.A., 
A.R.S.A., F.R.I.A.S., to the Fellowship 
under the provisions of the Supplemental 
Charter of 1925, Section IV, Clause 4. 

Completion of Premises Fund—The 
Honorary Secretary reported that a dona- 
tion of 10 guineas had been received 
from the County Architects’ Society. The 
appreciation of the Council for this 
donation was expressed. 

Ministry of Health Housing Medal.— 
The Council considered a report from the 
Allied Societies’ Conference which had 
studied detailed proposals put forward 
by the Ministry of Health for the award 
of medals for nousing estates and houses 
of local authorities which attained a high 
standard of design. The scheme provides 
for awards to be made annually in each 
region outside London for one urban 
scheme and one rural scheme, while in 
the London region there will be awards 
for a scheme of new development and a 
scheme of reconstruction. 

The regions referred to are the 11 ad- 
ministrative regions into which England 
and Wales are divided. An Awards Com- 
mittee will be set up in each region, and 
the R.I.B.A. and the Ailied Societies con- 
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cerned will be represented on each com- 
mittee. 

_ Ihe Council approved the recommenda- 
tion of the Allied Societies’ Conference 
that the proposals should be approved in 
principle and that co-operation should 
be given to the Ministry of Health in 
organising the scheme; and a sub-com- 
mittee consisting of the following 
members was appointed to work out full 
details with representatives of the 
Ministry: Mr. C. H. Aslin (F), and Mr. 
A. W. Kenyon (F) (Vice-Presidents, 
R.1.B.A.), and Mr. Lewis J. F. Gomme 
(L) (President, Essex, ‘Cambridge and 
Hertfordshire Society of Architects). 

Revised Code of Professional Practice. 
—The Council approved a joint recom- 
mendation of the Practice Committee 
and the Salaried and Official Architects’ 
Committee introducing a revised Code of 
Professional Practice. It was agreed that 
the revised code should be approved, 
subject to minor amendments after con- 
sultation with the Institute’s legal adviser: 
that it should in future be known as the 
R.I.B.A. Code of Professional Conduct 
and that copies should be sent to every 
member and student. 

Ministry of Works: Regional Joint 
Production Committees—The Secretary 
reported that the National Consultative 
Council of the Building and Civil En- 
gneering Industries had  apprdved 
proposals made by the Min’stry of Works 
for reorganising and improving the 
advisory services sponsored regionally by 
the Ministry. 

These proposals had previously been 
considered in draft form by the Institute. 
The Institute has now been invited to ap- 
point a representative to serve on the 
regional joint production committee 
located at the headquarters of each of the 
11 administrative regions into which 
England and Wales are divided. 


Restriction on Movement of Architects 
and Architectural Assistants 

THE Council of the R.I.B.A. have con- 
sidered evidence from various sources that 
local authorities are being encouraged to 
refuse to appoint persons who have 
served only a short period with their 
present employers, as a means of checking 
movement between authorities after only 
short periods of service. 

The Council deprecate the irresponsible 
changing of employment by architects 
and architectural assistants but, at the 
same time, are opposed to any attempt 
to enforce unilateral restriction on free- 
dom of movement. They point out that 
in the past employers have exercised their 
right to dismiss staffs for reasons of re- 
dundancy or economy and that now that 
the demand for assistants is in excess of 
the supply, it would be unjust and im- 
proper to prevent employees from moving 
to posts in which they might receive im- 
proved remuneration and conditions of 
service: moreover, an objectionable fea- 
ture of the proposed restriction is that it 
tends to operate unknown to the appli- 
cant from whom the right fo better his 
position should not be withheld. 

The Council therefore take the view 
that there should be no restriction im- 
posed on the freedom of movement in 
employment of architects and architec- 
tural assistants other than by mutually 
agreed periods of notice. 


S.E. Society of Architects 
Students’ Competitions 


SoME 200 students and visitors attended 
the Society’s annual prize distribution at 
the R.I.B.A. The president, Mr. Arthur 
Stedman, F.R.I.B.A., took the chair. 

Mr. Hugh Casson, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
Director of Architecture, Festival of 
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Britain, 1951, gave the criticism of the 
work on view which this year, he said, 
reached an exceptionally high standard. 
He particularly commended the sketches 
for their quality and sincerity and 
delighted the assembly with his comment 
that the drawings no longer were “late 
night finals of the evening Pipers.” Draw- 
ing On his experience in considering work 
for the Festival, he offered much valuable 
advice on planning and details and, re- 
garding Measured Drawing, stressed the 
importance of the initial survey. 

Mr. Martin S. Briggs, F.R.I.B.A., Chair- 
man of the Board of Architectural Edu- 
cation, presented the prizes, and Mr. Hill, 
a student from Hastings, proposed a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Briggs. 

Students throughout the Society’s area 
competed and six schools were repre- 
sented. Prizes were awarded as fol- 
lows :— 

Senior Design—" An Entertainments Hall”: 


lst, P. Miller (Canterbury); 2nd, Lemer 
(Rochester and Canterbury). E 
Junior Design—‘A Bus Station”: 1st, D. J. 
Hindson (Canterbury); 2nd, R. E. Bennett 
(Canterbury). 

Senior Measured Drawing: 1st. P. Kendrick 
(Canterbury); 2nd, M. J. Blee (Brighton). 
Junior Measured Drawing: 1st. J. Brooks 


(Rochester); 2nd, M. E. Latham (Canterbury) 

Sketching: T. J. Rendle (Brighton). 

Best set of intermediate testimonies: T. J. 
Rendle (Brighton). 

Best finals testimony: Miss J. Maxwell A,l- 
win (Farnham). 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Industrial Buildings 


Reviewing prospects of development 
in Commonwealth trade within the ster- 
ling area, Mr. HAROLD WILSON, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, addressing 
the Royal Empire Society recently, said 
that while industrial development would 
be on a very limited scale, there would 
be great emphasis on the preparation and 
processing of agricultural and pastoral 
products—sugar factories, cotton gin- 
neries, meat canning factories, coffee 
curing works, and _ tanneries. Textile 
mills were projected in Uganda, Kenya 
and Jamaica, and production units in 
Kenya for pottery, the hydrogenation of 
oils and sulphuric acid; cement factories 
for Northern Rhodesia, Jamaica and 
Malaya and plans for the production 
of plywood and veneers in West Africa, 
British Honduras and British Guiana. As 
hydro-electric development proceeded, 
the range and size of development 
schemes would increase. 


Oxford Architecture. 

Mr. Epwarp MaurFe, the architect of 
Guildford Cathedral and a Royal Acade- 
mician, is also an Hon. Fellow of St. 
John’s College, Oxford. He was the 
architect of the new Dolphin Quad- 
rangle, which was the first new Collegiate 
building completed and occupied in 
Oxford after the war. He and the former 
Bursar, Major Hart Synnot, have often 
consulted together on the improvement of 
properties in Oxford belonging to the 
College. A tribute is paid in the College 
Magazine to Major Hart Synnot for his 
resource, energy, and foresight in the 
development of Collegiate buildings. To 
him was largely due the building of the 
present playhouse in Beaumont-street and 
of the Belsyre Court block in Woodstock- 
road, which contains what are still the 
best residential flats of the Oxford 
region. He has been succeeded as 
Bursar by Mr. Arthur Garrard, the 
former Surveyor-General of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, who will continue to be 
assisted by Mr. Maufe as the College 
architect. 








BOOK REVIEWS 


ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING, PERSPECTIVE 
AND RENDERING. By Cyril Farey and 
A. Trystan Edwards. Pp. viii, 96. 
Illustrated. Second Edition. (B. T. 
Batsford, Ltd.) 21s. net. 


THis well-produced and _ deservedly 
popular book now appears in a second 
edition. The new volume is thinner than 
its predecessor, but the text remains in 
the same excellent type, and a dozen 
plates have been added as well as a few 
new line-drawings, with such consequen- 
tial revision of the letterpress as_ is 
required. Two of Cyril Farey’s line- 
drawings have been replaced by two of 
his watercolour perspectives, including 
the fine view of St. Paul’s which forms 
the frontispiece. One of Philip Hep- 
worth’s perspectives has been omitted, 
but three more have been added. 

There are new line drawings by Freda 
Derrick and Hanslip Fletcher. The first 
edition contained no example of the work 
of Sydney R. Jones, perhaps the greatest 
living master of architectural drawing in 
black and white, but now we have three 
of his drawings, though these do not do 
him full justice. There is also an addi- 
tional etching by F. L. Griggs. The new- 
comers include Michael Farey, A. C. 
Webb, F. E. Green, E. J. Thring, Law- 
ence Wright—with a splendid sketch of 
the Euston portico—and R. Myerscough 
Walker, whose admirable perspective of 
the Senate House of London University, 
floodlit against a black sky, is one of the 
finest things in the book. The selection of 
the examples is judicious and catholic, 
reflecting nearly all modern styles of archi- 
tectural presentation, and the result proves 
that draughtsmanship to-day is compar- 
able with that of any previous period. 

It should inspire students to emulate 
these masterpieces of truthful, tasteful and 
invariably competent drawing. The book 
concludes with a comprehensive biblio- 
graphy. It is interesting to find that, 
since the first edition appeared in 1931, 
eight new books on drawing and perspec- 
tive have been published, of which five 
are American and three British. 


OVER THE DRAWING BoarD. By Robert 
Forman, Pp. vii, 116. Illustrated. 
(Cleaver-Hume Press, Ltd.) 10s. 6d. net. 
‘THE above title was anticipated in a 

book on the same subject by Ben J. 
Lubschez, published in America in 1923. 
Mr. Forman’s sub-title, “An introduction 
to architectural draughtsmanship,” fairly 
describes his work. It is written in a 
lively style and offers many useful hints 
to the beginner. After a sensible chapter 
on equipment and materials, the author 
compares architectural and engineering 
drawing, rather to the detriment of the 
latter. He pleads for a personal and 
“professional touch,” but ignores the 
fact that modern architectural draughts- 
manship with its spider lines and its 
studied precision tends more and more 
to approach engineering drawing. His 
advice on sketching is sound, emphasising 
the importance, to an architect, of a study 
of plant-forms and trees. 

The chapter on the Orders follows 
orthodox teaching, and includes an ex- 
planation of architectural design in 
general. Some of the examples of letter- 
ing are open to criticism, but they are 
followed by useful hints on “ applied 
lettering” in various materials. The 
chapter curiously headed “An Architec- 
tural Programme” is concerned with the 
preparation of sketch designs, working 
drawings and details; it is very elemen- 
tary. Perspective is well explained, and 
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includes the two best drawings in the 
book—comparative representations of an 
interior by isometric and axonometric 
projection. Shadow projection is very 
summarily treated, but rather more is 
said about methods of rendering, inclu- 
ding aerographing, stippling and 
spattering. 

Under the head of “Tracing” there 
is some reference to photographic 
methods of reproduction, but no specific 
mention of photostats or microfilms. One 
chapter is mainly devoted to architectural 
model-making and contains some prac- 
tical advice. The last chapter, on “ The 
Drawing Office,” includes a list of books 
recommended to students, which should 
have been limited to books on draughts- 
manship and, possibly, architectural 
design. There are slips in the spelling 
of two authors’ names, which should 
read “ Esquié ” and “ Eberlein”; and in 
the initials of another, “ W. B. McKay.” 
The list of R.I.B.A. prizes offered to 
students should have been followed by 
a statement that many other prizes are 
awarded locally by provincial architec- 
tural societies and a i. 


THE LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT, 1927. 
(Third Edition.) By S. P. J. Merlin and 
G. Avgherinos. (The Law Netes Lend- 
ing Library.) Price £1 2s. 6d. 

Tue Landlord and Tenant Act, 1927, is 
an important piece of property legislation 
which appears to be less widely known 
than it should be. It was passed to remedy 
some of the injustices from which tenants 
might suffer under the common law as to 
leaseholds. The worst of these were the 
extortionate rents which might be 
demanded as the price of the renewal of 
business premises—demands frequently 
based on improvements effected in the pre- 
mises by the tenants themselves, or on the 
fact that a valuable goodwill had become 
attached to premises as a result of the 
tenant’s own efforts. Another injustice 
remedied by the Act was the fact that a 
tenant could be made liable for the full 
cost of repairs at the termination of his 
lease, even though the lessor intended to 
pull down the premises. 

The passing of this Act also provided 
the opportunity to deal with some other 
aspects of this subject, including cove- 
nants not to assign or underlet the pre- 
mises without the landlord’s consent—a 
topic on which there has been an impor- 
tant decision too recent for this book. 
Though a model of simplicity compared 
with the Rent Acts, the Landlord and 
Tenant Act is not without its difficulties, 
and it has given rise to a considerable 
number of cases in the courts. Many of 
these cases have been decided in the 18 
years which have elapsed since the previous 
edition of this book was published. At 
that time the Act had been in force for 
less than four years, so a new edition is 
fully justified. 

The authors set out the Act section by 
section, with explanatory notes to each, 
the notes being of a high order. The book 
is, however, confined to the changes made 
in the law by this particular Act, and the 
authors have been, perhaps, too rigid in 
excluding any account of the common. 
For instance, the notes to Section 19, 
which very clearly set out the circum- 
stances under which a landlord may 
reasonably refuse his assent to an assign- 
ment or sub-letting, would have been 
greatly enhanced had they contained a 
brief reference to the remedies available, 
should the tenant assign or sub-let the pre- 
mises ‘nothwithstanding. With this one 
qualification, however, this is an excellent 
little book. A. E. T. 


December 16 1949 


MINISTRY OF EDUCATION’ BUILDING 
BULLETIN No: 1, October, 1949: “New 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS.” (London: His 
Majesty’s Stationery Office.) 1s. net, 


THE publication of this _ bulletin, 
following upon the recent establishment 
of the Architects’ and Building Branch 
within the Ministry of Education, indi- 
cates that the move to reduce school 
building costs without lowering 
standards is being energetically pursued, 
This first bulletin, dealing with New 
Primary Schools, reviews the require- 
ments of primary schools in terms of 
planning, and provides a_ guide to 
education authorities in a convenient and 
simple form. 

The contents, while already largely 
appreciated by architects specialising in 
educational buildings, will enable a4 
wider public to comprehend the prob- 
lems involved, the various aspects of 
planning, i.e., siting, space planning, 
treatment of halls, classroom spaces, 
sanitary accommodation, etc., being 
surveyed in sections. The need for 
compact planning is emphasised and 
attention is drawn to the function of 
colour and sculpture and mural decora- 
tion in the creation of environment. The 
section on cost and plan analysis—now 
amplified by the issue of Circular 209— 
indicates a common basis for estimating 
which will certainly prove valuable, and 
the plan analysis form set out in the 
Appendix 2 will standardise the many 
forms already in use in architects’ offices, 

As regards construction, the bulletin 
indicates briefly that standardisation of 
structural components (as opposed to 
standardisation of plan forms) will be 
necessary to reduce labour costs and, at 
the same time, increase speed of con- 
struction. It is to be hoped that, in due 
course, further bulletins of a more 
detailed and technical nature in respect 
of this aspect of the problem will be 
issued. At the present time, many pre- 
fabricated constructional designs are 
unproved, at least as far as final cost 
analysis and maintenance costs are con- 
cerned, and it may well be that a com- 
bination of tried traditional forms with 
the use of prefabricated units will be the 
answer. F.R.S. 


PLANNING: THE ARCHITECT’S HANDBOOK. 
By “ E. and O. E.” (S. Rowland Pierce 
and Patrick Cutbush). Sixth Edition, 
Pp. 487. Illustrated. (Published for The 
Architect and Building News, by 
Gilbert Wood and Co., Ltd.) 21s. net. 


IT was a happy inspiration that led the 
authors to compile this admirable work, 
first published in 1936. Hitherto anony- 
mous, their identity has been revealed at 
last. In spite of the constant reitera- 
tion of the doctrine that planning is the 
most important part of an arehitect’s 
work, nobody had previously produced 
a manual that covered the whole field 
and also included the innumerable 
specialised data that a planner requires 
for particular types of building. 

Churches, theatres and cinemas excep- 
ted, the authors have dealt with most 
normal buildings—domestic, educational, 
municipal, industrial, medical and recrea- 
tional. Their information embraces such 
minutiae as petrol pumps, sliding poles 
for fire stations, sand-pits, projection- 
rooms, escalators and prison-cells. They 
tell you the size of dart-boards, settees, 
beer-barrels, perambulators, school 
desks, hairdressers’ chairs, cars, golf-club 
lockers and seemingly every imaginable 
detail that affects planning. 

Always assuming, as one safely may, 
that their facts are correct, this book is 
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equally valuable as a labour-saving device 
to the busy practising architect, the 
ambitious man entering for a competition 
and the senior student struggling with 
his “ Testimonies” or his thesis-design. 
Older men who had to dig out all such 
technical and vital information for them- 
selves can only envy the possessors of 
this useful work, facilitating as it does 
the functional approach to design which 
was so seldom followed 50 years ago or 
less. 

There is a welcome absence of worm’s- 
eye views and other photographers’ tricks, 
the numerous drawings being strictly and 
refreshingly factual, very economical of 
line. The new edition includes a few 
additional drawings illustrating allotment 
planning, refuse disposal, ‘“ marriage 
rooms” (!), holiday hostels and farm 
buildings. Two or three _ previous 
diagrams have been omitted. The text 
has been revised correspondingly, and 
fresh sections deal with allotments, 
communal laundries, factory services, 
gramophone records and microfilms in 
libraries, and holiday camps. There are 
many other minor alterations. The 
valuable section on hospitals, however, 
does not seem to have been modified 
since the publication recently of Mr. R. 
Wood’s important book: perhaps it was 
too late for consideration in this new 
edition. M. S.B. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


MATHEMATICS FOR JUNIOR TECHNICAL 
SCHOOLS OF BUILDING. Vol. By 
C. A. R. Eslick and W. Hatton. 
(London: English Universities Press, 
Ltd.) Price 6s. 6d. 

THE PLANNING AND EQUIPMENT OF 
PusLic Houses. Francis W. B. Yorke, 
F.R.1.B.A. (London: Architectural 
Press.) Price 21s. 

THE COMPLETE LAW OF TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING. 4th Ed. By H. A. 
Hill, M.A. (London: Butterworth and 
Co. (Publishers), Ltd.) Price 85s. 

CiviIL ENGINEERING DRAWINGS, SPECI- 
FICATIONS AND QUANTITIES. By. J, 
Marshall Rodger. (London: Ernest 
Benn, Ltd.) Price 25s. 


INNS OF SporT. (London: Whitbread 
and Co., Ltd.) Price 5s. 

PLAN FOR WARWICK. By Professor 
Abercrombie and_ Richard Nickson. 
rte Architectural Press.) Price 
s. 6d. 


STRUCTURAL ECONOMY FOR THE ARCHI- 
TECT AND BUILDER. By George Fair- 


weather, F.R.I.B.A. (London: The 
Architect and Building News.) Price 22s. 
post free. 


THE DiREcTORY OF BRITISH CLay- 
WORKERS, 1949. (London: The British 
Clayworker.) Price 10s. 6d. Subscribers 
to The British Clayworker, 5s. post 
free. 

Citres IN EvoLuTion. By Patrick 
Geddes. (London: Williams and Norgate, 
Ltd.) Price 18s. 

BUILDING SCIENCE II. By S.C. Gibbins. 
(London: Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, 
Ltd.) Price 6s. 6d. 

PORTABLE POWER TOOLS AND EqQuip- 
MENT. By G. Thornton Jones. (London: 
Crosby Lockwood and Son.) Price 15s. 

CENTRAL HEATING. By. L. J. Overton. 


(London: Crosby Lockwood and Son.) 


Price 21s. 
DESIGNERS IN BRITAIN 2. (London: 
_ Wingate (Publishers), Ltd.) Price 
s. 


+» Books listed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Publisher, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.@.2. Cash should 
accompany the order. 
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HOUSING IN AUSTRALIA 


Progress Under Commonwealth 
States Agreement 


USTRALIA’S former Premier, Mr. J. 

B. Chifley, described in a recent 

broadcast how that country has provided 

low rental houses and worked to over- 
come the housing shortage. 

“Housing in Australia was _ halted 
completely during the war,” he said, “ but 
the Commonwealth Government, even 
before the Japanese surrender, had made 
plans to take up the big leeway caused 
by the war and to meet the great expan- 
sion and development in this country. 
Within a month of VP-day a bill was 
presented to the Commonwealth Parlia- 
ment to give effect to an agreement 
between the Commonwealth and five of 
the State Governments on housing, That 
was in September, 1945. 

“Under that agreement, 100,000 
Australians have been housed. The Com- 
monwealth’s financial aid has enabled the 
completion of over 23,000 permanent 
houses and the construction of a further 
10,000 permanent dwellings. Of the 
houses built under the agreement, 65 per 
cent. are occupied by ex-servicemen and 
their dependants. Commonwealth 
advances to the States for housing under 
the agreements now total £48,000,000. 

“The agreement provides a unique 
system of rental rebates. This system is 
based on the principle that families whose 
income equals the basic wage should not 
pay more than one-fifth of that income 
in rent. As income rises or falls, com- 
pared with the basic wage, the rebate 
diminishes or increases. The Common- 
wealth bears three-fifths of any losses 
arising under this scheme. In this way, 
the Commonwealth Government is 
making a direct contribution towards low- 
cost housing for lower income groups. 

‘“* Expansion of the housing programme 
has been handicapped by shortages of 
materials and labour. The Commonwealth 
Government has devised ways of im- 
proving this position by: 

(a) Facilitating the importation of 
building materials, including iron and 
steel products, asbestos cement, ply- 
wood and baths. 

(b) Granting concessions of duty on 
imported prefabricated homes. 

(c) Allocating over 12,000 new 
Australians—about 70 per cent. of the 
total available—to basic industries 
directly or indirectly related to house 
construction, such as building materials, 
timber-getting, water storage and reti- 
culation, electrical undertakings and 
rail construction. 

(d) Encouraging British builders and 
building tradesmen to migrate to 
Australia. 

(e) Placing 20,000 skilled tradesmen 
trained under the Commonwealth 
Reconstruction Training Scheme in the 
six principal building trades. 


Materials Production. 

“The employment of new settlers in 
essential industries has already had a 
marked effect,” continued Mr. Chifley. 
“ For example, a cement factory in’: New 
South Wales that ceased producing in 
1942 was reopened last year with migrant 
labour and now produces 1,000 tons of 
cement a week. In Victoria, brick pro- 
duction rose from 30,000,000 to 40,000,000 
in six months last year after migrant 
labour had been employed. 

“ Standards laid down under the hous- 
ing agreement have ensured either 
equality or superiority compared with any 
overseas group house building. 


BOS 


“A permanent contribution to the 
technical side of the building industry is 
being made by the Commonwealth 
Experimental Building Station and by the 
building research laboratory of the Com- 
monwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation. 

“My colleague the Minister for 
Works and Housing (Mr. Lemmon) 
estimated that during the year ended on 
June 30 last, 56,000 homes would be 
commenced and 52,000 would be com- 
pleted by Government and private 
ouilders. He is now able to inform me 
that 60,000 homes were actually com- 
menced and 52,500 homes completed. 

“An important feature of the Common- 
wealth-States housing agreement is the 
provision for the tenants to become 
home-owners.” 


LIGHTING IN HOSPITALS 
Comfort for Patients and Staff 


SPECIAL and general lighting require- 
ments in hospitals was the subject of 
a paper by Messrs. M. W. Peirce and 
D. J. Reed, given at a meeting of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society on 
November 8. Following. is a short sum- 
mary of a few aspects of the paper: — 

In wards and corridors the prime con- 
sideration should be the comfort of the 
patient, whether he is lying in bed, or 
being wheeled from one part of the hos- 
pital to another, or convalescent as an 
“‘up-patient.” Attention to the brightness 
contrast and to the position of the light- 
ing sources will go a long way to ensur- 
ing this comfort. The requirements of 
the medical and nursing staffs in the wards 
should be met by additional lighting 
equipment, either portable or permanent. 
The patient usually wants a diffused light 
of a comparatively low level, but the 
examining nurse or doctor needs a much 
higher directional illumination. 

Besides optical suitability, a lighting 
fitting for use in an operating theatre must 
satisfy certain other requirements. The 
colour rendering of the light source must 
be such that the surgeon and anesthetist 
have no hesitation in assessing the condi- 
tion of the patient. Fluorescent lamps of 
various colours are suggested as being 
more accurate in their colour rendering 
than the familiar incandescent lamp. To 
meet the changing conditions which may 
arise during the course of an operation, 
it is necessary to provide some degree of 
adaptability in the lighting arrangement. 

The comfort of the surgeon must be 
considered, as he is working at a high 
pitch of mental and physical tension. The 
control of heat from the light, the reduc- 
tion of excessive contrasts, the elimination 
of direct glare from the lighting system-— 
all these will do much to improve the 
operating conditions. Adequate general 
lighting of the theatre is important, so 
that other members of the theatre team 
may*be able to see easily when they look 
away from the bright operating area to 
perform some other task in another part 
of the theatre. 

For pathological work, the provision of 
a fairly high intensity light of good colour- 
rendering properties is necessary for the 
study of morbid conditions. Again, the 
fluorescent lamp would seem to be a satis- 
factory light source for this ‘purpose, 
although it is appreciated that directional 
lighting may be necessary where the slight 
surface irregularities of tissues are sought. 

With regard to dental lighting, the main 
requirements are first to give the surgeon 
adequate lighting for his work, and 
secondly, to ensure that this is achieved 
with the minimum of inconvenience to the 
patient, 
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NOISE CONTROL 
How Noise is Measured 


HE second lecture in a series on noise 
control, delivered at the L.C.C. 
Brixton School of Building by Mr. C. A. 
Mason, dealt with the subject ‘ Noise 
Measurement and the Investigation of 
Noise Problems.” As indicated by Mr. 
Hope Bagenal in the previous lecture, the 
information required was generally (a) the 
relative loudness of the noise, a value 
difficult to assess becase of the complex 
characteristics of the human ear, and (b) 
the frequency composition of the noise. 
In dealing with the measurement of 
total noise, the lecturer outlined the use 
of the decibel unit in the assessment of 
differences in noise level between two 
similar sounds, and went on to describe 
how the varying response of the ear to 
sounds of different frequencies necessi- 
tated the use of a slightly different unit, 
the phon, as a general measure of noise. 
’ Fixed quantity tones could, he ex- 
plained, be matched by ear for loudness 
against a noise it was desired to measure 
and “ subjective ” noise meters of this type 
would give readings directly in phons. 
Errors between individual observers were, 
however, large and the method was rather 
cumbersome for general use. ‘“ Objec- 
tive” noise meters, not relying on the 
ears of the operator, could be designed 
in a number of ways and certain charac- 
teristics of the ear, its logarithmic 
response and the time lag in reaching full 
stimulation could easily be imitated. The 
differences in response to various frequen- 
cies and various intensities and the peculi- 
arities of the addition of individual sound 
components were, however, too complex 
for faithful imitation to be practicable, 
and all objective noise meters had, there- 
fore, serious limitations. Mr. Mason 
emphasised the extreme importance of 
understanding these limitations, of indi- 
cating clearly the type of instrument with 
which any particular results had been 
obtained and of interpreting the results 
with care. 

Turning to noise analysers for indicat- 
ing the frequency composition of a noise, 
Mr. Mason indicated the types useful in 
dealing with different types of noise, 
mentioning particularly the band-width 
analysers useful for building problems, 
where questions of absorption and insula- 
tion were much affected by frequency 
distribution. 

Having dealt with the noise-measuring 
instruments, the lecturer went on to con- 
sider their use in the investigation of 
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noise problems, again stressing the value 
of experience in the choice of instrument 
to suit a particular problem. Measure- 
ment of total noise at the location of the 
complaint was first necessary. The value 
obtained, having been considered in the 
light of the instrument used, might then 
be compared with the permissible noise 
level for that environment. A table of 
permissible noise levels was given. 

If it was established that a noise com- 
plaint was justified, then the noise must 
be measured at its source, and Mr. Mason 
dealt with the precautions which must be 
taken in carrying out this part of the 
investigation. 

The influence of the acoustic environ- 
ment of the noise source was then con- 
sidered, the ability of reverberant sur- 
roundings to increase loudness and the 
methods by which account might be taken 
of this effect. The lecturer then dis- 
cussed, briefly, the problems which arose 
within buildings where the measured re- 
ductions in sound-level were compared 
with known properties of the partitions 
and other structural work between the 
noise source and the location of the com- 
plaint. In this way it was possible, he 
indicated, to obtain information regarding 
sound paths which was of great value in 
seeking a solution to the problem. A 
frequency distribution analysis at the noise 
source and at the location of complaint 
was also valuable. 

In conclusion, Mr. Mason referred to 
methods of measuring vibrations and 
described the sensitivity obtainable with 
electro - magnetic instruments. He 
mentioned the types of problems in which 
vibration measurements were required, 
and indicated the manner in which this 
information fitted into the general study 
of noise problems. | 


CENSUS OF 
PRODUCTION FORMS 


“Heavy Burden on Long-suffering 
People” 


APPEARING for two of ten firms sum- 
moned at Marlborough-street by the 
Board: of Trade under the Statistics of 
Trade Act, 1947, for failing to furnish 
returns for the purpose of the census of 
production for 1948, Mr. G. D. Roberts, 
K.C., described the filling in of the re- 
quired schedules as “a heavy burden 
which Parliament in its wisdom has made 
an annual obligation on the long-suffer- 
ing people who are in trade and industry.” 

He pleaded guilty on behalf of two 
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building firms—A. Bradbury and Son, of 
Cemetery-road, Sheffield, and John Henry 
Ayton and Sons, of George-street, Black- 
hill, Co. Durham—to failing to comply 
with written notices to send the returns 
to a department of the Board of Trade 
at Neville House, Horseferry-road, West- 
minster. 

Producing a copy of the forms sent 
out, Mr. Roberts said that there were 
pages and pages of particulars required, 
including a return of coffins, and the ser- 
vices of an estimating surveyor were 
needed. Counsel said he was also in- 
structed to submit that the prosecution 
were somewhat unreasonable in starting 
the proceedings in London. In the case 
of Messrs. Bradbury there appeared to 
be a venue of jurisdiction both in Lon- 
don and in Sheffield. It seemed rather 
unreasonable to bring the case in London, 
since it amounted to fining the company 
£25 before the case was started, and 
would incur considerable: expense if wit- 
nesses had to be called. 

Miss D. C. Spickett, counsel for the 
Board of Trade, told the Magistrate (Mr. 
Paul Bennett, V.C.) that of the forms 
sent out 90 per cent. had been returned 
completed by the end of November, 
though many were out of time. 

Mr. Neville Faulks, counsel prosecut- 
ing for the Board in the case of Messrs. 
Ayton and Sons, said he was present only 
because the authorities learned that Mr. 
Roberts was going to object to the juris- 
diction. The Board would be only too 
glad if somebody would indicate that con- 
current jurisdiction existed, for it was 
doubtless a great nuisance that London 
Magistrates should have to try such mat- 
ters, but the Board had taken advice and 
were assured that the proper venue was 
London. 

Dealing with the particulars required in 
the forms, Mr. Faulks said it was not 
suggested that any particular builder or 
contractor would need to fill in all the 
matters included in the lists, which were 
comprehensive and for the use of every 
type of product. Filling up the greater 
part required nothing more difficult than 
a dash. 

Mr. Roberts said that Messrs. Ayton 
had sent in the form in March, 1949, 
but it was returned in April with a re- 
quest for more detailed information. 
Since then they had laboured to complete 
it at considerable expense, and it was now 
nearly ready. 

Messrs. Bradbury were fined 40s., with 
3 gns. costs; Messrs. Ayton were fined 
£10, with 3 gns. costs. 
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SCHOOL BUILDING 


“Amending Regulations to Cut Costs 


HE Minister of Education has issued 
Circular 212, “Amendment of 
Building Regulations” (S. R. and O., 
1945, No. 345) which explains the reasons 
for changes made in certain of the 
Regulations Prescribing Standards for 
School Premises, 1945 (b), and amends 
and supplements the advice given in 
those Regulations. The Circular states :— 
1. The Minister has reviewed the Build- 
ing Regulations with three objectives in 
mind :— 

(i) to effect reductions in require- 
ments in order to lower costs, where- 
ever this would be compatible with the 
maintenance of proper educational 
standards; ! f 

(ii) to make them more flexible in 
order to leave scope for experiment, 
and to meet the needs of schools of 
unusual type or size; 

(iii) to remove anomalies which have 
been revealed by the practical applica- 
tion of the Regulations. 

The resulting changes will be introduced 
in a completely new set of Regula- 
tions which will be issued later. 

2. Meanwhile, the Minister has de- 
cided, as announced in Circular 209, to 
make at once those changes which affect 
the provision of cloakrooms, changing 
rooms, lavatories and sanitary offices, i.e., 
Regulations 6, 7 and 8 of the existing 
Regulations. The revised Regulations 


are now on sale at H.M. Sta- 
tionery Office (Statutory Instrument 
1949 No. 2279, “The School Prem- 


ises Amending Regulations, 1949,” price 
id.). It will be seen that they include 
amendments which will enable economies 
to be made in new school buildings of 
every kind. It is for this reason that these 
amending regulations are introduced in 
advance of the new Regulations. The pur- 
pose of the following paragraphs of this 
Circular is to explain the reasons for 
the changes in Regulations 6 to 8, where 
these are not immediately obvious, and 
also to amend and supplement the advice 
given in the Memorandum on the Build- 
ing Regulations. 


Regulation 6(1). 

3. As explained in Circular 209, the 
main purpose of the amendment to Regu- 
lation 6(1) is to make it possible for 
accommodation for children’s outdoor 
dothing to be provided otherwise than 
in cloakrooms by designing it as part of 
the circulation space of a school. The 
necessary equipment can be provided in 
shallow alcoves or, if suitably designed, 
$0 as not to interfere with circulation, the 
fittings can be placed. along the walls of 
the corridors themselves. Fittings should 
be kept as simple as possible. 

4. The planning of suitable cloakroom 
accommodation otherwise than in separ- 
ate rooms presents a number of prob- 
lems: 

(i) If circulation space is used it 
must be sufficiently well ventilated and 
heated to prevent the stuffiness or damp- 
ness which hanging clothes might other- 
wise produce in the atmosphere. 

(ii) There must be sufficient clear 
Space in the corridors to allow free 
traffic. 

(iii) There must be somewhere to put 
wellingtons or other outdoor footwear 
so that they are not in danger of being 
Kicked about the corridors. 

(iv) The appearance of the corridors 
seen from either end must not be ren- 
dered unduly depressing by an un- 
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broken line of hanging coats and hats: 
breaks in the vista can be made. 

(v) The pegs or hangers must not be 
too close together: there should be at 
least enough space between them to 
prevent one hat from touching the 
next. (The remarks in paragraph 14(f) 
of the Memorandum to the Building 
Regulations about space between pegs 
should be read in this connection.) 


Regulation 6(2). 

5. Two significant changes have been 
made in the requirements relating to wash 
basins : 

(i) It is no longer necessary for wash 
basins to be in a room set aside for the 
purpose. Their provision in the same 
room as the sanitary offices, so that 
children who are using the latter are 
encouraged to wash their hands imme- 
diately afterwards, is strongly recom- 
mended. 

(ii) The actual scale of provision has 
been reduced in the interests of econ- 
omy, but in the belief that no harm 
to standards of cleanliness or to social 
training will be involved. 


Regulation 6(4). 

6. This Regulation has the effect of 
substituting the requirement that running 
hot water shall always be available 
in every wash-room for the require- 
ment (in the former Regulation 
6(2)(c)) that it shall be available to 
every basin. The original regulation has, 
in some cases, been met by the provision 
of central heating plant which, although 
expensive of plumbing, has not ensured 
constant hot water throughout the year 
because its functioning has depended on 
the vagaries of the climate and the 
school’s heating requirements. The change 
now made is based on the assumption that 
it is more important to have hot water 
available at some of the basins all the 
time than at all the basins some of 
the time. This can often best be done, 
both from the points of view of efficiency 
and of cost, by the use of local water- 
heating systems in the individual wash- 
rooms. It is because some types of local 
heating cannot conveniently supply all the 
basins that the amendment of this regu- 
lation has been made. Alternatively, the 
water could be heated by calorifiers in 
the central heating system, which could 
be provided with immersion heaters for 
use when the heating system is turned off. 


Regulation 7. 

7. The new scale, which makes very 
considerable reductions in the require- 
ments for sanitary offices for boys and 
infants, is related to the probable peak 
use at certain times of the day and is 
based on the following principles which 
have been evolved as a result of experi- 
ence:— 

(i) infants need not have more 
generous provision than older children; 

(ii) w.c.s and urinals need not be 
prescribed separately for boys; provi- 
sion should be assessed.on a combined 
basis, with the proviso that a certain 
proportion of the offices must be in the 

form of w.c.s. 

(iii) the number of offices prescribed 
for girls should remain substantially 
unchanged. 


Regulation 8 and 8a. 

8. The provision of cloakroom, wash- 
ing and sanitary accommodation for 
adults in schools has been covered partly 
by Regulations 8, 10 and 26, and partly 
by suggestions in the Memorandum on 
the Building Regulations (see especially 
paragraph 18). The adults to be catered 
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for include, in addition to the teachers, 
the school doctor, dentist, nurse and 
other visitors, and the kitchen staff and 
caretaker. 

9. There has been a tendency in 
school planning to meet these needs by 
means of a number of separate lavatories 
and w.c.s dispersed over various parts 
of the building, with consequential 
duplication and waste. The Amending 
Regulations make it necessary to con- 
sider the adult requirements for cloak- 
room, washing and sanitary accommoda- 
tion as a whole. The aim should be to 
plan these as compactly and economi- 
cally as possible, having regard to the 
general lay-out of the school building. 
Except that separate wash basin and w.c. 
provision near the kitchen ?s usually 
desirable, a single group would suffice 
provided it is conveniently situated in 
relation to the head teacher’s room, the 
staff rooms and the medical inspection 
room. 

10. In schools where there is likely 
to be marked variation in the proportions 
between the sexes among the adults, the 
washing and sanitary accommodation 
should be so planned as to permit of its 
re-allocation between the sexes as circum- 
stances require. 


Regulation 26. 

11. The amendments have _ been 
applied to special schools by an amend- 
ment to Regulation 26. 


U.S. TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 


IN a statement made on December 8, 
the President of the Board of Trade (Mr. 
HAROLD WILSON, M.P.) said that a market 
did exist in the United States for a wide 
range of goods other than certain 
traditional lines of export. Before devalu- 
ation many, if not most, of those goods 
were ruled out of the market on price 
grounds, but there was now no excuse 
for a failure on the part of the export 
and manufacturing community to enter 
that market on an _ adequate scale. 
“ Price,” said Mr. Wilson, “ is no longer 
the main problem, which is partly one of 
selling (including styling and nackaging) 
but mainly one of deliveries.” It was 
possible, he added, greatly to increase 
our dollar earnings by increased exports 
of. among other things. china clay. furni- 
ture, glass and glassware, cement and 
scientific instruments. 

The Government stood foursquare 
behind efforts to export. and in the last 
two vears nearly £56 millions’ worth of 
building work, or nearly 80 per cent. 
of industrial building. had heen licensed 
for proiects connected with dollar-export 
or dollar-saving. 

Mr. Wilson concluded: “But in the 
United States I heard far too much, not 
only of failure on the part of British 
exporters to go out and get the orders, 
to produce goods in the form and in 
the style, and with the type of 
merchandise required in that market, but 
also of sellers in this country who per- 
mitted dollar buyers, coming to this 
country, cheque book in hand, to return 
without placing orders with no more 
excuse than that our order books were 
full. and that it was easy enough to sell 
in other markets. This is simply not 
good enough. Our economic recovery, 
and the whole future of our country, 
depends on closing the dollar gap, and 
it is the duty. and the interest, of every 
exporter in this country to ensure that 
dollar inquiries are dealt with promontly 
and put ahead of deliveries to other 
areas.” 
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A TRANSPORTER BOOM FOR BUILDING SITES’ 
A New Method of Reducing Concreting Costs 


THE BUILDER 


(From a Correspondent.) 


A LIGHT trussed boom, for taking con- 

crete from a mixer and depositing 
it at any point inside a half-circle of thirty- 
seven feet radius, has been designed and 
constructed by the Field Test Unit of the 
Ministry of Works.* By cutting out hand- 
barrowing of concrete from mixer to 
foundations and oversite, time and heavy 
labour may be saved and building costs 
lowered. 

The illustration shows the plant in 
position for conveying concrete and 
depositing it where required. Demonstra- 
tions have been so convincing that booms 
are being produced commercially. A 
thorough investigation of the performance 
of this apparatus has now been made. 
Working costs have been recorded from 
three sources: a full-scale trial of the 
boom on a building site, observations on 
several sites where the concrete was 
barrowed, and estimation by method study 
technique. From these records it has 
been possible to present the comparisons 
which follow. 


The Plant. 


The boom is a welded bowstring truss, 
about 40 ft. long, of triangular cross- 
section. Oneend is supported and pivoted, 
about six feet above ground, on a light 
aluminium alloy tubular gantry, straddling 
the concrete mixer, or alternatively from a 
bracket fixed to the mixer. The other 
end is hung on a light metal frame mounted 
on wheels, so that by moving the boom in 
a half-circle centred at the mixer the whole 
site of a pair of semi-detached houses 
(45 ft. by 25 ft.) can be commanded. The 
* height of the wheeling end of the boom 
above ground can be adjusted by a lifting 
device incorporated in the wheeled frame. 
The “string” of the bow-truss is T- 
section and forms the rail for a hand- 
controlled traveller carrying the skip 
which takes the concrete from the mixer 
and places it where it is wanted. A worm- 
geared chain block, operated by a hand- 





* Crown copyright reserved. 


wheel, is fitted to the traveller so that the 
skip can be lowered for filling at the mixer, 
or raised clear when moving to the pouring 
place. The skip will take a full batch 
from a 10/7 mixer. It is emptied through 
a bottom discharge door, or by over- 
turning. For concreting foundation 
trenches the door method is used. 

To move the plant from one block to 
another, the boom is disconnected from 
the gantry at the pivot, or from the mixer 
as the case may be, and this end of the 
boom is rested on a wheel-barrow. The 
other end, on its wheeled frame, is pushed to 
the new block, the barrow-men keeping 
pace. 

The gantry, if any, is carried separately. 

The weight of the whole plant is 930 Ib. 
made up of : 

boom, 430 Ib. (in two pieces, each 
215 Ib.) ; 

gantry, 150 Ib. (if required) ; 

wheeled frame, 200 Ib. ; 

traveller and skip, 150 Ib. 

It is too early to say what the purchase 
price of the plant will be, but it is not 
expected to exceed £200. 


The Full-scale Trial. 


The footings of a semi-detached pair of 
houses were concreted on a level site in 
North London, using the boom and a 
10/7 mixer. A team of five men did the 
job of mixing and placing 22.05 cubic yards 
of concrete in 4 hours 19 minutes, which 
time includes 1 hour 30 minutes for moving 
and setting up the mixer and the boom. 
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This represents 22.05 — 4 hr. 19 min. = 
5.1 cu. yd. per team hour or about 1 cu. yd. 
per man hour. 


The cost works out at : 


s. -& 

4 labourers at 2s. 5d. perhour ... 9 8 

1 mixer-driver at 2s. 6d. per hour 2 6 

1 10/7 mixer at 4s. per hour a. 
1 transporter boom at Is. 11d. per 

hour ne oe ~~ Bae] 

Labour and plant per hour ... 18 | 


or 18s. 1d. + 5.1 = 3s. 7d. per cu. yd. 
The figure of 1s. 11d. per hour for the 
running cost of the transporter boom is 
based on an estimate assuming a capital 
cost of £175, a life of five years, mainten- 
ance at £15 a year and a period of use of 
600 hours each year. 
In this trial the mixer-driver helped some- 
times to load the mixer and the whole team 
worked exceptionally hard. 


Method Study Results. 


Results which have been observed on 
many similar jobs (i.e., concreting footings 
with a 10/7 mixer) where hand barrowing 
techniques have been used, show that per- 
formance varies very greatly and that 
costs average 13s. 2d. per cu. yd. for labour 
and plant. The comparison of the par- 
ticular with the general in this way is not, 
however, very reliable as a measure of the 
performance of the equipment. A more 
reliable comparison can be made by the 
use of method studies, which enable close 
estimates to be made of the output of men 
working at the same rates under similar 
conditions. 

The following table summarises the 
method study results for footings and 
oversite concrete : 




















| Estimated plant and 
labour cost per 
Total team Output per cubic yard. 
Method 8-hour day 
Footings | Oversite Footings | Oversite 
(men) (men) (cu. yd.) So: Se 
Boom ee, ae ae ee 28 511 6 7 
Wheelbarrows— « | 
6 barrow men sel 11 | 12 27 y 3 10 0 
3 barrow men .| 8 9 4 | 6S 8 9 9 














The light boom with travelling skip. 


The above output for the boom assumes 
that it is moved twice during the day. If 
moved once only, the output rises to 35 
cu. yds. per day, and the costs are corre- 
spondingly reduced. 

It will be seen from the above figures 
that the use of the concreting boom will 
produce a saving of about 3s. per cu. yd. 
in mixing and placing concrete in this type 
of work, when compared with efficient 
and well organised hand-barrowing teams. 
Actual savings on a particular site may 
well be greater, as in the case quoted. 

The prototype of the transporter may be 
seen at the Field Test Unit, Thatched 
Barn, |Barnet-bypass, Barnet, Herts. Firms 
wishing to manufacture it or develop it 
further should write to the Secretary, 
Ministry of Works, Lambeth Bridge House, 
London, S.E.1, marking the envelope “ For 
the attention of Mr. C. P. Clement-Davies, 
Ministry of Works Plant Division.” 


Fibreboard Drums for Shipment. 

The British Standards Institution have 
issued B.S. 1596: 1949, “ Fibreboar 
drums for oversea shipment.” — Copies 
may be obtained from the BS.L, Sales 
Department, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1, 
price 2s. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Output of Building Operatives 


N the House of Lords on December 
6 Lorp HAWKE asked the Govern- 
ment whether they were aware that the 
decline in output of building trade opera- 
tives aS compared with before the war 
was Seriously contributing to the very high 
cost of building. It was very serious if 
it could be shown that in any basic 
activity output per hour had declined 
rather than risen over a period. It meant 
that that activity lags behind the rest and 
was a burden on the whole community. 
He submitted that there was evidence 
that precisely this had happened in the 
case Of the building industry. The out- 
ut per man-hour had declined rather than 
increased. The position was examined 
by the Girdwood Committee, which found 
that 45 per cent. was the correct figure 
for the increase in man-hours required 
to-day over the 1938-39 figure. 

That Report was based on the facts of 
1947—a rather bad year. He had tried 
to find evidence of what was happening to- 
day, and had been able to obtain figures 
from a very large firm. For a typical 
semi-detached house of 876 ft. sup. 
before the war they reckoned approxi- 
mately 1,633 man-hours or 1.86 man- 
hours per ft. sup. That compared with 
a pre-war figure of 1.94 man-hours per 
ft. sup. in the Girdwood Report—a very 
small difference. To-day his contractors 
reckoned that for a slightly larger house 
of 914 ft. sup. 3,131 man-hours were re- 
quired as against the pre-war 1,633. That 
meant 3.43 man-hours per ft. sup. That 
compared with 2.95 in 1947 in the Gird- 
wood Report—a larger difference than 
the pre-war figure he had given. In other 
words, whereas in these examples the 
Girdwood Report said that it took 52 per 
cent. more man-hours in 1947 to produce 
asquare foot of house, in his figure of to- 
day it took 84 per cent. more than before 
the war. He was not saying that there 
had necessarily been a deterioration in 
these two years from 52 per cent. to 84 
per cent.; the Girdwood Report had very 
widely differing statements made to them. 
They mentioned that they had witnesses 
who estimated the figure to be 333 per 
cent., and others who estimated it as high 
as 85 per cent. That was in 1947. He 
thought it was fairly clear evidence that 
there could not have been any great im- 
provement since 1947. That was borne 
out by other evidence. When the Ministry 
of Health reviewed the terms of housing 
subsidies they found they could make no 
reduction in subsidies. 

The Girdwood Report reckoned that 

the cost ‘of the additional man-hours ren- 
dered necessary by this decline in produc- 
tivity was £126. He had given the lowest 
figure on a typical house. It was £126, 
based on a typical house of 1,029 ft. sup. 
In other words, if the men produced the 
same output per man-hour as they did 
before the war, the house would cost £126 
less. The figure from his contractor on 
the basis of a slightly smaller house 
worked out at £189. 
_ What was the effect on rents? Accord- 
ing to the Girdwood Report, to amortise 
{1 over 60 years at three per cent. cost 
865d. So on the Girdwood basis, £126 
over-cost of the house meant Is. 9d. a 
week on the rent. On his contractors’ 
basis, the increase would be 2s. 74d. on 
tent. Those were the figures which some 
people in this courtry were paying to-day 
because the productivity per man-hour 
was considerably less in the building in- 
dustry than it was before the war. 


He was surprised to find in the Gird- 
wood Report that one of the causes, at 
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any rate, which leapt to his eye was not 
mentioned at all; namely, the fact that 
once upon a time the British working man 
went to his work with a belly full of at 
least a quarter of a pound of fat bacon. 
To-day he probably went to his work 
with a shredded wheat biscuit, or some- 
thing like that inside him. He could not 
help feeling that that was a considerable 
factor in the lack of output by the heavier 
workers, leading also to those innumer- 
able breaks for cigarettes and tea which 
were the feature of to-day. 

LoRD WOLVERTON, supporting Lord 
Hawke, said that in the official Housing 
Return of March 31 for England and 
Wales, the figure for Great Britain was 
that 20,160 permanent houses were pro- 
duced by all egencies. At the end of 
October, the corresponding figure was 
only 16,433 houses—a drop of 3,727 
houses. For the construction of per- 
manent houses and the preparation of 
sites approximately 217,700 men were 
employed. By the end of September of 
this year—that was the last figure pub- 
lished—the number was 222,900 men. So 
5,200 more men were employed on erect- 
ing 3,727 fewer houses. That was a grave 
matter. 

They had been told that the timber 
position was critical. The Housing Return 
for September 30, 1949, showed that for 
the whole of 1948 the amount of soft- 
wood timber imported for all uses and 
allocated between various Departments 
was 878,028 cu. ft. For nine months of 
1949 imports were 793,417 cu. ft., or only 
about 70,000 cu. ft. less in nine months. 

LorD Morrison (Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Works) said that the 
output of building trade operatives was 
only one of a number of factors govern- 
ing the cost of building. The increases 
in cost were due to a greater extent to 
rises in the cost of materials and wage 
rates than to any decline in output. Of 
six reasons given by the Girdwood Com- 
mittee for lower productivity, three had 
largely disappeared—the shortage of 
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materials (he was not saying that had en- 
tirely disappeared, but it had to a large 
extent), the shortage of labour, and the 
over-loading of the building: industry. 
Yet another one, the last one, the bad 
weather of early 1947, was, of course, a 
transitory factor. ‘Therefore they were 
left with only two of the reasons given 
by the Girdwood Committee, i.e., the 
effects upon the quality of labour of the 
war-time system of “ cost-plus ” contract- 
ing and of payment by results; and the 
lack of individual effort. 

Such evidence as the Government had 
on this matter did not appear to bear out 
Lord Hawke’s pessimistic fears. The 
average number of man-hours which had 
been disclosed to the Ministry of Works 
in a recent survey suggested that the num- 
ber of man-hours involved in the erection 
of houses had not increased recently, and 
that where incentive schemes were in 
force man-hours had probably shown 
some decrease. It was recently an- 
nounced by the chairman of the London 
County Council Housing Committee that 
as a result of the incentive arrangements 
in force on the L.C.C. housing, output had 
increased by 45 per cent. against the pre- 
vious level for L.C.C. housing, and that 
labour costs had at the same time been 
materially reduced. The figure of 45 per 
cent. was for the London County Coun- 
cil’s housing to-day as compared with its 
housing output in 1947, and not as com- 
pared with housing generally throughout 
the country. 

This improvement (concluded Lord 
Morrison) was probably higher than the 
general run of experience in the country 
as a whole, but there was evidence from 
a number of sources to suggest that over 
the last two years there had been a 
significant rise in productivity. 


Monthly Quotas of Timber. 

Mr. NutrinGc asked the President of 
the Board of Trade whether he would 
now reconsider the decision to discontinue 
the issue of monthly quotas of timber 
to recognised builders for smal] repairs. 


Mr. BoTToMLEY said he regretted that 
the present shortage of softwood made 
it impracticable to issue a fixed quota to: 
builders each month for use entirely at 
their discretion. Timber could only be 
supplied against licences for specific jobs 
which were essential and for which the 
use aati was necessary. [Decem- 
ber 6. 


Incentives in Scotland. 


On December 6 Mr. M. MACPHERSON 
asked the Minister of Works whether he 
was satisfied with the present provisions 
for incentive payments to employees in 
the Scottish building industry. 


Mr. Key said the provisions for incentive 
payments were a matter for the industry 
itself and were governed by its working 
rules. The Scottish National Joint Coun- 
cil for the Building Industry had the mat- 
ter before them and he hoped that satis- 
factory results would ensue. 


Timber Supplies. 


On December 8, Mr. J. E. Haire asked 
the President of the Board of Trade if 
he would make a statement on the pro- 
coer for home timber production in 
1950. 

Mr. WILSON said that the types of 
timber which comprised the great bulk 
of home production were hardwood and 
pitwood. He was glad to say that the 
improvement in the import prospects had 
enabled them to make further progress 
towards bringing the felling of our timber 
into line with the annual increment of 
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growth. Felling in 1949 was limited to 
75 per cent. of ‘the hardwood and 50 per 
cent. of the ‘softwood felled in 1947; and 
a further reduction of 20 per cent. from 
the 1949 level had been agreed for all 
home felling in 1950. From January 1 
next, the Forestry Commission would 
issue all licences to fell. He added that 
the softwood position still remained very 
difficult. 


L.M.B.A. PRESIDENT’S 
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
The Promise of the Future 


Mr. NIGEL HANNEN, President of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, in 
a Christmas message to his Area Chair- 
men, which he has asked them to pass 
on to their members, says:— 

“ Although the building industry can- 
not expect the same measure of Govern- 
ment spending in the year immediately 
before us as it has enjoyed during 
the past five years, and we cannot look 
for its rapid expansion in the near future, 
the more :distant prospect holds con- 
siderable promise of better times to come. 
For behind and beyond the austere pre- 
sent is the demand which, sooner or 
later—and it may be. sooner than we anti- 
cipate—will become imperative for the 
building of a new Britain on the founda- 
tions of the old. 

“There is work’ ahead of us for a 
generation to come, as soon as the econo- 
mic pressure. through which we are at 
present .passing has spent itself. When 
that day comes, the building industry will 
come into its awn once more, and we will 
be free again to show the world what we 
can do. 

“It is belief in to-morrow that makes 
to-day’s actions worth while and yester- 
day’s history significant. Let us work for 
greater efficiency, whereby the cost of 
building may be progressively reduced, 
for along that road lies prosperity for all 
who are working in the industry.” 


TERRACE HOUSING 


Tue Building Progress Group, Ltd.— 
successors to the House Building Indus- 
tries Standing Committee which did 
much good work during the war—has 
sponsored -the design of a terrace of 
houses and flats incorporating high 
planning standards and improved equip- 
ment for heating, insulation, plumbing 
and lighting. The aim has been to intro- 
duce these improvements with due re- 
gard to. prime cost and subsequent main- 
tenance. Plans have been prepared by 
Mr. R. H. A. Jones, A.R.I.B.A., and 
builder members of the Group have sub- 
mitted. four sites for erecting their pro- 
totype terrace and the first block of ‘five 
houses will be built by Davis Estates, 
Ltd., at Orpington, Kent. It is hoped 
that sites will be offered in other parts 
of the country. The plans and specifica- 
tions will be made available for an in- 
clusive fee to any registered house builder 
or local authority. The Group’s address 
is 4, Manchester-square, W.1. 

The drawings were on view at an ex- 
hibition. held recently in the Park-lane 
Hotel, W.1, opened by Professor Sir 
Alfred Egerton, who was introduced by 
Mr. S. Grahame Ross. Mr. Ross sub- 
sequently presided at a luncheon of the 
Building Industries Luncheon Club which 
was addressed by Mr. Geoffrey Bing, 
M.P., who spoke on the Labour Party’s 
Housing Policy—this being part of a 
series in which members of the various 
political parties have outlined housing 
policies. The next meeting of the club 
will be on January 18. 
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PLANNING PAYMENTS 
SCHEME 
Regulations Issued 


STATUTORY Instrument No. 2255, 
dealing with the Planning Payments 
(War Damage) Regulations, 1949, has 
been issued by the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning. 

These Regulations prescribe the man- 
ner and the period in which claims for 
payments under the Planning Payments 
(War Damage) Scheme, 1949, made under 
Section 59 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, in respect of interests 
in certain war-damaged lands which are 
depreciated in value by virtue of the pro- 
visions of that Act, shall be mads to the 
Central Land Board, the particulars 
which are to accompany such claims, and 
se evidence by which they shall be veri- 

ed. 

They also provide for the ascertainment 
of the amounts of the payments to be 
made under the Scheme relating to in- 
terests in land in respect of which such 
claims are made. 

The Regulations further provide that a 
claim made for a payment: under the 
Claims for Depreciation of Land Values 
Regulations, 1948, in respect of a scheme 
to be made under Section 58 of the Act 
of 1947 shall, if the claimant gives notice 
in due time, be treated, in appropriate 
cases, as a claim under these Regulations, 
and vice versa. 

Disputes arising in relation to deter- 
minations made under these Regulations 
are to be settled by an arbitrator appointed 
in accordance with the provisions of the 
Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Com- 
pensation) Act, 1919; this jurisdiction will, 
however, be automatically transferred to 
the Lands Tribunal when Sections 1 to 4 
of the Lands Tribunal Act, 1949, come 
into force. 

These Regulations also prescribe the 
practice and procedure to be followed in 
connection with the making of determi- 
nations and the settlement of disputes 
arising in relation thereto, and the time 
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and manner in which proceedings may be 
taken in connection with alleged irregy. 
larities. 

The right to a payment is by the Regy. 
lations made conditional upon compliang 
with the provisions thereof with respec 
to the making of claims. 

The Regulations prescribe the manne 
and period in which notices of mortgages 
and of assignments of the right to receive 
a payment under the scheme, shall be 
given to the Central Land Board in orde 
to be effective. 

The Regulations also provide for the 
making of claims, by owners of rent. 
charges, to a share in any payment to be 
made under the Scheme, and for the set. 
tlement of disputes relating to such claims 


HOUSES FOR OWNER- 
OCCUPIERS 
“Ratio Should Be Applied Nationally” 


GS PEAKING at the annual dinner of 
the Brighton and Hove Association 

of Building Trades Employers, at Brighton 
on December 9, Mr. NorMAN LONGLEy, 
President, N.F.B.T.E., said he would like 
to draw attention to the position of those 
who wished to build their own houses 
without any cost to the rates and taxes, 
“The ratio of one private house to 
four municipal houses as it was applied 
by the Ministry of Health area by area, 
never really worked out for the country 
as a whole,” he said. “The new 1 to 9 
ratio recently announced by Mr. Aneurin 
— is likely in practice to be nearer 


“Why have a ratio at all?” asked Mr. 
Longley. “Why not leave discretion to 
the local authorities, who really know 
the housing needs of their areas far better 
than Whitehall? If the Government are 
afraid to trust local authorities they 
should at least apply the ratio nation- 
ally. At the moment Brighton and East- 
bourne, for instance, are snowed under by 
applications, while the big industrial cities 
—with little or no land for development— 
have none. It is also anomalous 
that the London County Council, the 
local authority with the largest house- 
building programme in the country, 
cannot, merely because it is not a 
licensing authority for housing, give 
any licences at all for the building of 
houses for owner-occupiers.” 


TIMBER ECONOMY 


THE Ministry of Works has issued a 
new economy memorandum, “Use of 
Timber in all Building Work” (Timber 
No. 2, published by H.M.S.O., price 6d.), 
which replaces Memorandum P.I.80, first 
published in February, 1947. In future 
the amount of softwood that will be 
authorised for building work will be based 
on the assumption that all economies laid 
down in the new memorandum will be 
enforced. 

The memorandum has been prepared by 
an inter-departmental committee com- 
posed of representatives of Government 
organisations. The recommendations 
made have been designed to bring 
about the greatest possible saving in soft- 
wood by reducing the total volume used 
in building work, and also by making 
greater use of the smaller sizes of timber. 

Information is given on the light and 
medium hardwoods which are now avail- 
able and can be used in substitution for 
softwood. Details are included of restric- 
tions imposed on the use of softwood in a 
number of building operations, and 0 
the maximum sizes in which timber is to 
be used for joists, rafters, purlins and 
floor-boards. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


F.P.A. Journal. 

The Fire Protection Association, 84, 
Queen-street, London, E.C.4, have 
recently published their journal reprint 
No. 5 entitled “ Fire Resistance Grading 
of Elements of Structure.” The facts 
contained in this booklet are the result 
of many tests carried out at the fire test- 
ing station, Elstree, Herts. 

C.L.B. Minerals Claims. 

The Central Land Board announce that 
valuation figures for those minerals claims 
which have to be lodged by December 31, 
1949, can be sent in up to March 31, 1950, 
and still be eligible for the Board’s con- 
tribution towards professional fees. It is 
emphasised that the Form S.1 must be 
lodged by December 31. It should be 
endorsed by the professional adviser to 
the effect that he has been retained to 
complete the valuation questions. He will 
then be sent a replica of the optional part 
of the form for completion and return to 
the Board by March 31, 1950. 

B.S. Handbook No. 3. 

The British Standards Institution draws 
attention to British Standards Handbook 
No. 3, and its Supplement, PD. 905, 
which give in summarised form informa- 
tion of all the British Standards referred 
to in the Model Specification issued by 
the National House Builders’ Registra- 
tion Council. Copies of Handbook No. 
3 are obtainable, post free, from the 
British Standards Institution, 24-28, Vic- 
toria-street, London, S.W.1, price one 
guinea or with the Supplement PD. 905 
{1 6s. The supplement is available 
separately, price 5s. post free. 


British Firm’s Efforts Abroad. 


That the firm had received invitations 
to extend its activities to Asia and 
Australia was mentioned by Mr. Owen 
Aisher in proposing the toast of ‘* Messrs. 
Taylor Woodrow, Ltd.,” at a dinner, pre- 
sided over by Mr. Frank Taylor, held in 
London on December 13. The firm is 
already carrying out contracts in Europe, 
Africa and America, and it is understood 
that the proposed developments are con- 
cerned with housing and open-cast coal 
mining. Whether the invitations will 
be accepted will depend upon the avail- 
ability of trained staff. Mr. Arthur Col- 
lins, responding, said that a large factor 
in any success the company might have 
had was due to a team spirit in which 
a system of staff shareholders—which in- 
cluded ‘“‘ white collar” men as well as 
those that worked with their hands— 
played no inconsiderable part. 


Mastic Asphalt Roofing. 


The Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings have now issued, as a draft 
for comment, Code 144.201, “ Mastic 
Asphalt Roofing,” prepared on their be- 
half by a committee convened by the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 
This code is one of a group on felt and 
mastic asphalt roofing. It deals with 
the specification of mastic asphalt and 
the various accessory materials generally 
used in conjunction with it, and includes 
recommendations on the preparation of 
various types of substructure,,on the 
thickness and number of coats required 
for varying conditions and on methods 
of protection from solar heat. The code 
is in draft form and subject, before final 
publication, to revision in the light of 
comments received. Comments, which 
are invited, should be submitted before 
January 3, 1950. Copies may be obtained 
from_the British Standards Institution, 
28, Victoria-street, London, S.W.1, price 
5s. post free, proof reference CP (B) 907. 
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Building Exhibition Catalogues. 

The Organisers of the Building Exhi- 
bition inform us that they have reserved 
a certain number of catalogues for those 
interested who were unable to attend the 
Exhibition. These can be obtained on 
application to 4, Vernon-place, South- 
os W.C.1, price 2s. 4d., post 
ree. 


{.H.V.E. Examinations. 

The next examinations for Graduate- 
ship and Associate Membership of the 
Institution of Heating and Ventilation 
Engineers will be held in London and the 
Provinces on April 22, 1950. New appli- 
cants must submit a completed proposal 
form for membership by December 31, 
1949, if they wish to be considered for 
the 1950 examinations. Applicants who 
have been accepted as examination candi- 
dates must submit an examination appli- 
cation form before February 28, 1950 
(January 31 for overseas candidates). 


Building in Singapore. 

An illustrated: booklet giving full de- 
tails of its work during 1948 has been 
issued by the Singapore Improvement 
Trust, which reached its 21st anniversary 
on July 1 of that year. The most 
important developments since the Trust 
came into being also took place last year. 
For the first time the Government granted 
the Trust a loan of five million dollars 
for the express purpose of housing other 
than that carried out specially under 
improvement schemes, and an estates 
office was established to manage the 
Trust’s housing estates. The main part 
of the year’s work consisted of carrying 
out a seven million dollar building pro- 
gramme, it is stated. The Trust’s plan- 
ning powers have been limited to laying 
out roads, back lanes, open spaces and 
drainage and the preparation and imple- 
mentation of improvement schemes. The 
lack of zoning powers, the booklet states, 
has held up the much-needed preparation 
of a master plan for the whole island, 
although during the year the first steps 
were taken in the field of research and a 
diagnostic survey. 
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A Technical Appointment. 

Major H. E. Aldington, C.B., 
M.Inst.C.E., M.Inst.T., until recently chief 
engineer (highways) at the Ministry of 
Transport, has been appointed technical 
consultant to the British Road Federation. 


M.W.B. 46th Annual Report. 

The 46th annual report for the 
year ended March 31, 1949, of the 
Metropolitan Water Board has just been 
issued and can be obtained from the 
Board’s publication agents, P. S. King aad 
Staples, Ltd., 14, Great Smith-street, 
Westminster, S.W.1. The price is 5s. 


Housing Economy. 

Speaking at the Seymour Hall, St. 
Marylebone, on December 7, Mr. Derek 
Walker-Smith, M.P., said that the 
Government was seeking to achieve 
economy in housing by decreasing the 
most economical form of house build- 
ing, that of private enterprise. The effect 
of the cutting of private licences to one 
in ten would swell the Council waiting 
lists with people who, though willing to 
house themselves at their own expense, 
would be compelled to make their hous- 
ing a charge on the tax and rate payer. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Hardwood. ; 

The Minister of Health refers to cir- 
cular 27/49 of March 31, 1949, and 
appendix A to circular 28/49 of April i% 
1949 (issued only to housing authorities), 
on the subject of the removal of hard- 
wood, with the exception of a few scarce 
timbers, from licensing control, and state 
that the Control of Timber (No. 52) 
Order, 1949, (S.I. 1949, No. 2093) which 
took effect on November 21, now makes 
it necessary to add American oak, and 
nearly all the previously uncontrolled 
specifications of teak lumber and logs, to 
the list of hardwoods still subject to con- 
trol. 


Danish Beech Supplies. 

The Board of Trade Timber Control 
announce to those firms who import hard- 
wood under Hardwood Overseas Pro- 
curement Scheme, Part III, that beech can 
now be imported from Denmark. 


Directorate to Close. 

The Board of Trade announce that in 
view of a gradual diminution of work 
owing to improved supplies of various 
materials, it has been decided to end the 
Directorate of Paint Materials on Decem- 
ber 31. The duties hitherto perforrned 
by the Directorate, including allocations 
of linseed oil to paint firms, will become 
part of the general work on paint mater- 
ials carried out by the Raw Materials 
Department ‘R.M.2C), Board of Trade, 
Millbank, S.W.1, to whom all inquiries 
should be addressed after that date. Mr. 
G. Gillies Shuck, the Director of Paint 
Materials, will return to private industry 
at the end of the year. 


Price Control of Home-grown Timber to 


End. 

The Board of Trade announce that 
from December 1, 1949, the price control 
of home-grown timber (both hard and 
softwoods) has ended. This means that 
growing trees, round timber in the log, 
mining timber, sawn timber, and wood 
for charcoal manufacturers of both hard 
and softwood varieties will be freed from 
price control. 

There is, however, no change in the 
licensing arrangements of trees for felling. 


Licences for consumption of home- 
grown softwood and ash are. still 
required. 
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TRADE NEWS 


A Change in Name. 

We have been informed of the change 
in name of the Somerset Trading Com- 
pany, Ltd. (roofing tile manufacturers of 
Bridgwater), which becomes John Browne 
and Co. (Bridgwater), Ltd. 

A 50th Anniversary. 

The Bennett College, Sheffield, the 
postal tuition organisation which has 
helped thousands of men and women to 
achieve appointments in many fields of 
commerce, science and industry, is cele- 
brating its 50th anniversary this year. 
Hamsey Green School. 

W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd., regret that 
in their advertisement in The Builder for 
November 11 they quoted in error the 
name of E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., as 
contractors for the Hamsey Green School, 
Upper Warlingham. The _ contractors 
for this school were Messrs. Walker 
(Tooting), Ltd., of Epsom. 

Rust-Proofing Process. 

The Schori Metallising Process, Ltd., of 
Brent-crescent, North  Circular-road, 
London, N.W.10, have developed a pro- 
cess for reconditioning and rust-proofing 
steelwork. They inform us that any 
type of rust-proofing operation, whether 
applied to new steelwork or previously 
corroded steel, can be carried out by their 
process. 


Export of Precast Concrete Floors. 


Messrs. Concrete Ltd., have stated that 
they have recently exported a shipment of 
“‘ Bison ” precast concrete floor units to 
South Georgia. These units have been 
ordered by the architects, Messrs. J. and 
F. Johnston, of Edinburgh, for a new cold 
store adjoining the whaling station. The 
shipment comprises 650 sq. yds., weighing 
140 tons. 


The late C. J. A. Galloway. 


It is with regret that we announce the 
death of Mr. C. J. A. Galloway, director 
and London works manager of Keith 
Blackman, Ltd. He died on November 
24, in his 66th year. 

Mr. Galloway was with the company 
for 36 years. He became London works 
manager in 1930 and was given a seat 
on the Board in 1945. 


An Improved Filler. 

Messrs. Ripley, Preston and Co., Ltd., 
Wheatsheaf House, 4, Carmelite-street, 
E.C.4, announce the production, after 
special research, of the Improved Tem- 
plaster Filler. This is a quick-drying 
product which leaves a crack-free surface 
requiring a minimum of rubbing down 
before the application of paint or dis- 
temper. It is claimed to adhere well to 
plaster and wood surfaces. 


Firm’s Annual Dinner. . 

Some 500 guests from all parts of the 
country, who were in London for the 
revival of the Smithfield Show, atten- 
ded a dinner at the Café Royal on 
December 7 given by Messrs. R. A. 
Lister and Co., Ltd., of Dursley. Mr. 
A. G. Street, who was to have been the 
principal guest, was unable to be present 
because of injuries he received recently 
in a motor car accident and his place 
was taken by Sir Robert Renwick. Those 
present included:—Mr. Robert Lister, 
Mr. S. Owen (Board of Trade), Sir 
Donald Ferguson, Sir Norman Kipping, 
Vice-Admiral Sir Denys Ford, Sir John 
H. Woods, Sir Archibald Rolands and 
Mr. Lyons. Music was provided by the 
R. A. Lister Military Band. Following 
dinner all guests were invited to a revue 
performance at the Cambridge Theatre. 


THE BUILDER 


SCOTTISH WAGES 
Labourers’ Wages 


THE Scottish National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry, on November 30, 
considered the operatives’ claim for a 
revision of labourers’ wages, and 
resolved that the adjustment of the wage 
rate for labourers at 80 per cent. of the 
craftsmen’s rate be discontinued, and that 
there be substituted therefor the labourers’ 
rate of a fixed margin of 54d. below the 
craftsmen’s rate. The operation is to be 
effected in three stages as follows:— 

Stage 1.—The current labourers’ rate 
to be raised by 4d. per hour to 2s. 33d., 
to be paid as from December 5, 1949. 

Stage 2.—The margin between the rates 
for craftsmen and labourers to be reduced 
to 53d. by a further increase of 4d. per 
hour as from February 6, 1950. (This 
marginal amount not being alterable by 
any adjustment which might become due 
in February, 1950, under the Sliding Scale 
Clause.) 

Stage 3—The margin te be reduced to 
54d. by an increase of 4d. per hour in 
the labourers’ rate. Thereafter the 
labourers’ rate will be a fixed margin of 
54d. below the craftsmen’s rate. 

Young Male Labourers. 

The employment of young male 
labourers in the building industry is 
authorised and the scale of payment of 
young male labourers will be adjusted 
as from February 1, 1950, as follows, 
viZ.:— 

Age 


Per cent. of Labourers’ 
Current Rate. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 

Argylishire.—Plans to be prepared for new 
fish-curing station which the Scottish Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale Society, Ltd., are to build aj 
Tarbert and for which the architect is Kenneth 
Masson, 119, Paisley-rd., Kinnis Park, Glasgow, 
S.W.3. 

Cambuslang.—Lanarkshire C.C. approved of 
the erection at Westburn-rd. of 4 blocks of 
police houses, for which the archilect is Samue} 
MacColl, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton, 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prep. ared for new 
classrooms at St. Philomena’s Catholic School, 
Royston-rd., also new boiler house, for which 
the architect is John MacNab, 129, Bath-st. 
Glasgow, W.C.2._ Plans are to be prepared for 
addiiions and alterations, etc., to the Public 
School, Dalbeth, London-rd., for which the 
architect is Thomas S. Cordiner, Blythswood- 
chbrs., West George-st., Glasgow, W.C.2 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for additions. 
alterations, etc., to Paisley-rd West properties 
for J. Stephenson Urquhart of Crookston, for 
which the architect is David Baird, 9, Gilmour- 
st., Paisley, Renfrewshire. Alterations esti- 
mated to cost £15,000 are to be made by the 
Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes, Ruxley 
Towers, Claygate, Esher, Surrey, on property at 
Buchanan-st., for which permission has been 
granted, by the City Dean and Guild Court. 


Greenock.—Plans in hand for 44 houses to be 
erected at Larkfield-rd., for which the promoters 
are The Scotiish Specia] Housing Association, 
Ltd., 15, Palmerston-pl., West,. Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for the recon- 
struction at Ferniegair and blocks of houses 
for which J. S. Rhind, Lanarkshire House, 
Ingram-st., Glasgow, has the responsibility 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open wilt 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t+) 
denotes closing date for applications ; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 

BUILDING 

DECEMBER 19. 

t*Durham _C€.C.—Temporary 

Burnopfield County School. County A., 
la., Durham. 

+*Durham C.C.—School clinic at 
County A., Court-la., Durham. 

DECEMBER 21. 
+Hawarden R.D.C.—Public conveniences at 
Shotton. Architect & S., Counci] Offices. 
t+*Southampton C.B. —Alterations and internal 
redecorations at Shirley Branch Library. Baro’ 
A., Civic Centre. Dep. £1. Tenders by 
January 6 

t*West Sussex C.C.—Extension of East and 
West Wings at County Hall, Chichester. F. RB. 
Steele (F.), County A. 

+Witney R.D.C.—Ten houses at Eynsham and 
10 at Standlake. Peier Dunham, architect, 42-44, 
Hastings-rd., Lu‘on.. Dep. Ss. 

DECEMBER 22. 

t*East Sussex C.C.—Alterations and additions 
at Old Infirmary Block and Nurses’ Wing. 
County A., Couniy Hall, Lewes. Tenders by 
January 20. 

tWolverhampton T.C.—94 flats at Warstones- 
dr. Director of Housing, Town Hall. 


DECEMBER 28. 


classroom at 
Court- 


Stanley. 


t*Lowestoft T.C.— houses at No. 2 site, 
South Lowes oft. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 
Tenders by January 18. 

+*Newcastle-upon-Tyne Regional Hospital 
Board.—<Alterations and additions to Admini- 
stration Block. Y Jenkins, ‘ Dunira,” 


Newcastle- -upon-Tyne, 2. 


F renchwoot 
Muni- 


Osborne-rd., 
*Preston C.B.—Alterations at 
County Secondary School. B.E. & §&., 
cipal-bldgs. Dep, £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 27. 
Musselburgh T.C.—Work in various trades for 
40 houses at Market-st. Burgh S., Municipal 
Offices. 
DECEMBER 28. 
Barnsley T.C.—52 houses # “arevaed estate. 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 
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December 16 1949 


Soenaite Quay U.D.C.—40 houses at Red Hall 
site. , Council Offices. Dep. £3. 

1 ‘Loghingland R.D.C.—Eight houses at 2 
sites. Council Offices, Rectory-rd., Lowes- 
toft. oe £2 2s. Tenders by January 16. 


DECEMBER 29. 

t*Watford R.D.C.—Six shops, Battlers Green- 

drive. Radlett. S. A. Nicholson, clerk. Dep. 
£1 1s. Tenders by January 18 
DECEMBER 30. 

t*East Sussex ©.C.—Adaptation of 11, Sack- 

ville-gdns., Hove, into homes for the aged. 

County A., County Hall, Lewes. Tenders by 


January 20. 

*Hornsey T.C.—Nine flats, Middle-la., Crouch 
End; 6 flats, Palace-rd., N.8; and 6 flats, 
Carysfori-rd., N.8. J. i. “Melville Richards, 
B.E. & S. Tenders by January 31. 

Kerrier R.D.—12 houses at 4 sites. J. H. 
—_— §8., 26, Coinagehall-st., Helston. Dep. 

£2 Suttolk and Ipswich rv Authority.—Fire 
station, Bury St. Edmunds. E. J. Symcox (F.), 
County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 31, 

t*Buckingham R.D.C.—45 houses on 5 sites. 
Scherrer and Hicks (FF.), 19, Cavendish-sq., 
London, W.1. 

*Frome U.D.C.—28 houses, Rossiters-rd. site. 
B. H. Parkes, S., 22, Christchurch-st. West. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

+*Malden and Coombe T.C.—Four 3-storey 
blocks of flats at Newhouse Farm, South-la. 
B.E., Municipal Offices. 


South Kesteven R.D.C.—Four houses at 
Tallington. H. Parsons, architect, Council 
Offices, 41, North-st., Bourne. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 2. 

t*Gloucester T.C.—56 houses at Podsmead 
¥arm estate. A. Morgan (L.), City A., Suffolk 
House, Greyfriars. 

t+*Oswestry R.D.C.—18 houses at 3 sifes 
S T. Walker, M.A. (F.), 83, Suffolk-st., Birming- 
ham, 1. Dep. £2 2s. (payable to R. D.C.). 

*Ware R.D.C.—EFight houses, Standon 
housing site. S., 97, New-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 


JA NUARY 4, 
*St. Helens C.B.—36 bungalows at a Lanca- 
& 


_ rd. estate. M. Ward, M.I. — B. 
Water E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2 
JANUARY 6. 


Gainsborough R.D.C.—34 houses at various 
- E. A. Donson, C., Rural Council Offices, 

. Morley-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 7. 

‘Bexley 1T.C.—112 houses in 
Halcot No. 2 estate. ‘T.C., 
Bexleyheath. Dep. £3 3s. 

“Bexley T.C.—86 houses in 3 groups at Glen- 
more esiate, Welling. T.C., Council Offices. 

Hertford B.C.—Public conveniences at Hart- 
ham. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 9. 

‘Chester R.D.C.—Three pairs of houses with 
incidental works at Huntington. H, 
Coppack (L.), 12, White Friars, Dep. 
C.). 
trades for 6 houses at 


£2 2s. (payable to R.D. 
Elgin.—Work in all 
Newmill. Hon, Secretary, Moray War Veterans’ 
Homes, County-bldgs., Elgin. 
*Norfolk ©.6.—Al erations and renovations to 
“‘The Grange,” Overstrand, for use as a 


3 groups at 
Council Offices, 


Chester. 


children’s home. C. H. Thurston (L.), 25, 
Thorpe-rd., Norwich. 

‘Southport C.B.—Public conveniences at Pier 
Head. B.E. 


*Uxbridge U.D.C.—Frection of 6 lodges in 
various parks. H. E. G. Stripp, A.M.ILC.E., 
FE. & S., 263, High-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

JANUARY 10. 

*Barking T.C.—Converting 4 buildings in 

Thames-rd. into 8 flats. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 13. 
Okehampton R.D.C.—14 ae 
leigh. Leslie G. Bailey, E. , Station-rd. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Southgate B.C.—Block of 18 flats at 
Barrowell Green es'ate. B.E. & S., Town Hall, 
Palmers Green, N.13. Dep. £2 2s, Tenders by 


January 31. 


a Hacher- 


JANUARY 14, 

Bournemouth C€.B.—Public convenience at 
King’s Park. Boro’ A., Room 98, Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Lincoln (Parts of Kesteven) C.C.—New milk- 
ing parlour and cattle sheds, alterations to 
existing farm buildings, conversion: of Elms 
farmhouse into 3 dwellings and alterations to 


lodge at Farm Insiitute, Caythorpe Court, 
Grantham. County A., County Offices, wag omic 
Stroud U.D.C.—20 houses at Ebley. , Coun- 


cil Offices. 

JANUARY 16. 
“Stourport-on-Severn U.D.C.—48 houses at 
Walshes Farm estate. Godwin, Clist & Green- 
Sarse (FF.), Bank-bldgs., Kidderminster. Dep. 


ATE. 
Midhurst R.D.cn oe dwellings at South 
Harting site. TT. Greenfield (F.), Newstead, 


Midhurst, Sussex. 


THE BUILDER 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 31. 
Lincoln (Parts of Kesteven) C.C.—County S. 


(Materials). 
JANUARY 2. 
Chigwell U.D.C.—E. & S. (Maierials). 
Montgomery C.C.—County S. (Materials). 
Southgate B.C.—B.E. & 8. (Materials). 
JANUARY 3. 
©.B.—Installation of _ electric 


*Southport 
at Guildford-rd. 


lighting in 220 existing houses 
and Central-ave, B.E. 
JANUARY 7. 
Banstead U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
JANUARY 16. 
Birkenhead C.B.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 
Gloucs C.C. ey S. (Materials). 
ilkeston T.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 
JANUARY 30. 
Gosport T.C.—B.E. (Maierials). 
JANUARY 31. 
Camborne-Redruth U.D.C.—C. 
NO DATE. 
Hampshire C.C.—County S. (Materials). 
Leics C.0.—County E. & S. (Materials). 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 30. 

*Rugeley U.D.C.—Air compressor station and 
ejector chamber, etc., Colton-rd. Willcox, 
Raikes & Marshall, engineers, 33, Great Chazles- 
st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 31. 

East Barnet St ay apy “ahaa 
trict roads. E. & 8S. Dep. £2 

Swindon T.C.—Extensions to. sewage disposal 
works at Rodbourne. B.S. 

t*Wycombe R.D.C.—Pump Pas exiension. 
D. Balfour & Sons, consulting engineers, 131, 
Victoria-st., Westminster, S.W.1, Dep. £2. 

JANUARY 2. 

Morecambe and Heysham _ B.C.—Completion 
of streets at Trumacar site. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Swaffham R.D.C.—Extensions to existing 
roads and footpaths at various estates. C. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 11. 

Dewsbury C.B.—2,000 lin. yds. of 12 in. to 
30 in. dia. pipe sewers. etc. B.E. & S., Muni- 
cipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 12. 

Darlington C.B.—Preliminary road works at 
Firth Moor estate. B.S. Dep. £3. 

Darlington C.B.—Making up 1,700 lin. yds. of 
estate roads at Nickstream-la. B.S. Dep, £2 2s. 
JANUARY 16. 

Chesterton R.D.C.—Sewerage scheme _ at 
Milton. L. Pattinson, B.Sc., ‘Al M.L.C.E., E. & 
S., County Hall, Hobson-st., Cambridge. Dep. 
£2 2s 
Williton R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at a 


ton site. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2: 


(Materials) 


of dis- 











AYGEE LTD., 
100, Westminster Bridge Road, LONDON, S.E.1 
‘phone: WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


JAMUARY 21, 
*Melksham U.D.C.—Improvement and exten- 
sions to sewage disposal works. D. 
McKerchar, A.M.I.C.E., Town Hall. 
£10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Post Orrice.—B.C. have informed 
M.O.W. that they have no objection to site of 
Nos. 52-54, Lavender-hill being used for Post 
Office purposes within development plan to he 
prepared by L.C.C 

Battersea.—ExTENSION.—Francis J. D. Daly, 
A.R.I.B.A., 44, Blackfriars-rd., S.E.1, is archi- 
tect for extension to printing works at Welbec- 
son Press, Ltd., at 39-43, Battersea High-st. 

Battersea.—LaABoRATORIES, CLASSROOMS, WORK- 
sHops.—New east wing and additional storeys 
on the Great Hall and gymnasium blocks to 
provide new laboratories, classrooms and work- 
shops, are proposed at Battersea Polytechnic by 
Governors. Plans by Campbell Jones & Sons, 
MF > va Hall, 9, Dowgaie-Hill, Cannon-st., 

C.4 


Dep. 


Chelsea.—F.ats.—B.C. propose erection of 12 
flats on site “‘ A,” Edith-gr. Plans by Coun- 
cil’s architects’ dept. 

Deptford.—Hovusine.—Housing Comm. pro- 
pose an amended layout for the erection of 
dwellings at New Cross-rd./Goodwood-rd. site. 
Subject to L.C.C, approval. 

Deptford.—Hovusinc.—Housing Comm. have 
applied. to L.C.C. for approval to their pro- 
posal to use Brockley-rd. and Malpas-rd. sites 
for housing purposes. 

Edgware.—Houses.—John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
Bunn-la.,. N.W.7, have prepared scheme for 112 
houses on north side of Edgware-way to be 
erected by themselves early in 1950. 

€ltham.—Hovuses.—Woolwich Boro’ E. has 
prepared plans for rebuilding 17 houses on 
Page estate at £25,680. Work to be carried out 
by direct labour. 

Hammersmith, — Snops AND OrFices. — 
Montague Rowell, A.I.A.A., 47, Embercourt-rd., 
Thames Ditton, is architect for offices and 
shops at 205-7, Hammersmith: rd., W.6. 

Hammersmith.—F.ats.—L.C.C. Pon approved 
B.C. proposals for fur her flats on Uxbridge- 
Tunis-rd. site, plans for which are being pre- 
pared by B.C. architects. 

Hammersmith.—Cuurcn Buriipixes.—B.C, has 
approved application of Westminster Roman 

Catholic Diocese Trustee for an extension up 
re Canada-way of site of church buildings, 
Commonwealth-ave., W.12, reserved for church 
presbytery and hall. 

Hendon.—Hovuses.—T. Bowen, builder, Estate 
Office, Chatsworth-ave.. N.W.4. proposes 2 
pairs s-d. houses at Page-st., N.W.7 

Hendon.—GoveRNMENT OFFICES. cai for 
pre Ministry of Labour and National! Insurance 

e to be built at Bunn-la., N.W.7. No plans 
awe yet been formulated. 

Hendon.—Hovses.—Boro’ S. has prepared re- 
vised layout comprising 26 honses for site No. 5 
at Brent Hill. M.H. approval being sought. 

Hendon. — ReconstRUCTION. — Boro’ S. has 
prepared plans for second part of programme 
for reconstructing, extending and modernising 
refuse disposal works at est. cost of £332,700. 
M.H. approval of scheme being sought. 

Mill Hill—FLats—44 flats are proposed by 
Hendon B.C. at Abercorn-rd. (site No. 26), plans 
for which have been prepared by Boro’ 8S. 
Quantity surveyors are L. A. Francis & Sons, 
Vernon House, Sicilian-ave., W.C.1. Scheme has 
been submitted to M.H. 

Mill Hill.—42 flats are proposed by Hendon 
B.C. at Bittacy Hill (site No. 27), plans for 
which have been prepared by Boro’ S. Quantity 
surveyors are E. E. Richardson and Davis, 57, 
Qneen Anne-st., W.1. Scheme has been sub- 
mitted to M.H. 

Mill Hill.—Orrices.—John Laing & Son, Lid., 
are to erect a 2-storey_office building at their 
premises in Bunn-la., N.W.7. Plans by their 
own architects. 

Mill Hill—CnrurcH Hatt anp C1iassrooms.— 
New church hall and classrooms are proposed 
at Mill Hill Union Church, north side of 
Sanders-la. 

Mill Hill.—Dwetimncs.—Hendon’s Boro’ S. has 
informed Metropolitan Police estate surveyor of 
a site in Mill Hill area suitable for erection of 
dwellings for police officers. 

Paddington.—F.ats.—Housing & T.P. Comm. 
have approved plans for 6 flats to be comprised 


in the first stage extension of Fulham-pl. 
housing scheme. Plans by council’s architects’ 
dept. 


Wembley.—Hovses.—Architects’ dept. of F. & 
C. Costin, Lid., 226, Kenton-rd.. Harrow, has 
prepared plans for 10 houses on sites of Nos. 
95-113. Shaftesbury-ave. 

Wembley.—Hovuses.—Plans for 8 houses on 
sites of Nos. 2-4, 19-23 and 28-32, Bulmer-gdns. 
have been prepared by architects’ dept. of F. 
& C. Costin, Ltd., 226, Kenton-rd., Harrow. 


(PROVINCIAL) 
Alnwick.—R.D.C. propose to build about 30 
houses. Plans by Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank- 
chbrs., Alnwick. 
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Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.C. approved plans for 
extensions to works at Oldham-st. for William- 
son & Ball, Ltd.; to sell site at Mallshaw-la. 
to St. Mary’s R.C. Church for a new church. 

Bangor (Co. Down).—Northern Ireland Govern- 
ment-sponsored Housing Trust is to take 324 
acres at Newtownards-rd. for erection of 300-350 
houses. 

Barnsley.—T.C. propose sec. tech. sch. at 
junction of Burion-rd. and New-la.; to adapt 

‘Thorne House,” Old Mill, as reception home. 

Batley.—Alteraiions and additions proposed 
to Highfield House for Institution for the Blind. 
Plans by Firth, Son & Blackburn, Dewsbury. 

Blackpool.—C. of E. Authorities propose 
junior and infants’ school at Marton at £140,000. 

Bollington.—U.D.C. propose 124 houses at 
Bollington Cross estate and 24 on Grimshaw-la. 
estate. Surveyor, T. K. Kirkman. 

_Burton-on-Trent.—E.C. propose kitchen and 
dining-room at Victoria-rd. boys’ sec. school. 

Caernarvon.—T.C. propose police headquarters 
at Plas Maes Incla at £20,000. Boro’ E., W. 
Rees Davies. 

Canley.—Trustees of Methodist Church at 
D’aubeny-rd. propose new church at £8,000. 

_ Capenhurst.—B.E.A. plan £9,000.000 generat- 
ing station. Plans nearing completion. 

Carlisile—Vicarage at St. John’s Church. 
Plans by J. H. Martindale & Son, Castle-st., 
Carlisle. 

Cheshire.—C.C. to acquire 52, Bridge-st.. 
Macclesfield, for adaptation as maternity and 
child welfare centre. 

Cheshire.—C.C. propose welfare centre at Oak- 
wood estate, Stalybridge. F. M. Parks, County 


A. 

Chesterfield.—Presbyterians seek licence for 
new church at £10.000. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose adapting ‘ Newland 
House,”’ Keresley, as aged persons’ home. City 
A.. D. E. E. Gibson. 

Dudiey.— —T.C. to acquire “‘ Wychbury House ” 
and adapt as children’s nursery. 

Durham.—County Ed. Com. is to build addi- 
tiona] classrooms at the county school and the 
modern schoo] at Billingham-on-Tees. Archi- 
tect, G. R. Clayton, County Architect, Court- 
la.. Durham City. 


Halifax.—T.C. propose new building for cot- 
tage homes for aged. Plans by Boro’ E., 
G. Holden. 


_Huyton with Roby.—U.D.C. propose exten- 
sions to council offices at £20,000. Surveyor, 
— homas. 

Hyde.—B.C. appfoved plans for sick bay at 
Pole” Bank Hall for Welfare Comm.: new meter 
house at Cartwright-st. for I.C.I. Leathercloth 
Division. 

Ince.—U.D.C. seek loan of 
houses at Petticoat-la. site. 

Jarrow.—Housing Com. has approved plans 
by Boro’ E. (H. T. Perkins) for 84 flats in 
Ferry-st. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—T.C. has been allocated 190 
houses for 1950.—T.C. has approved in principle 
plans by Boro’ E. (H. Perkins) for 
development of land at South Leam- la.. provid- 
ing for 28 old people’s houses, 56 two-bedroomed, 
156 three-bedroomed, *and 14  four-bedroomed 
houses. Plans for houses for single persons at 
Albion-st. are being revived. 

Keighley.—T.C. approved layout of garages, 
workshops, offices. canteen, efc., at eet 
new cleansing depot. E. A. Felgate, City A. 

Lanes.—C.C. propose adaptations at White- 
field school clinic at £4.680; additional class- 
rooms at Newton-le-Willows sec. mod. sch. at 
£6,930; to acquire site adjoining Swinton and 
Pendlebury Town Hall for ambulance station; 
seek loans for kitchen and dining-rooms at 
following schools:—Hnvton with Roby St. 
Columbia’s R.C. (£12.60); Huvton with Roby 
St. Aloysins’ R.C. (£14. 700) ; Widnes Fairfield 
County (£8.59); Accrington Springhill County 
(£9,650); Eccles St. Andrew’s and St. Mary's 
(£9,200): Eccles Lewis-st. County (£8.770); 
Huyton Page Moss County (£14,000) : Hnyton 
St. Dominic’s R.C. (£13.930) : Knowsley Long- 
view Connty Junior and Infants’ (£14 200) ; 
Leigh Bedford CE. and Butts C.F. (£8.770) ; 
Turton Central Kitchen (£7.575): Colne Park 
= (£5. ey Accrington Waodnook C. (£6.775) ; 

arwen wards’ 
wey tey a, Mod. Darwen 
ield Sec. Mod. (£6.050); ‘Chorley Duke St. 
(£6,775): Ormskirk St. Anne’s R.C. (£ 26 O10), 
Crosby Waterloo Park Girls’ (£6.825): Huyton 
C.E. Jnnior (£6.05); Whitworth (£7090). 
—_ .—T.C. propose 24 houses on Shakerley 

Leyland.—U.D.C. propose 60 houses and 20 
flats for aged at Broadfield estate. Surveyor, 

D. Howe. 

‘Lichfield.—T.C. propose 6 shops on Dimbles-la. 
estate. 

Lincs.—C.C. propose assembly hal] and gym- 
nasium at Hun‘ing Tower-rd. school, Grantham. 
Plans by Conntv A.. C. B. Metcalf. F.R.I.B.A. 

Liverpool.—E.C. propose sec. sch. at Staple- 
ton-av., Speke. City A.. Dr. R. Bradbnry. 

Livernool..T. C. to acquire land for 380 houses 
at West Derhy. 

Macclesfield.—R.1D.C. 
houses at Hurdsfield 

Manchester.—T.C. propose secondarv schools 
at Newall Green and Charlestown-rd., Blackley ; 


73,400 for 69 


propose erection of 


Nelson Whi'e- , 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


STANDARD METAL WINDOWS 


Following a comprehensive review of costs 
The British Metal Window Manufacturers’ 
Association, Ltd., in agreement with the Ministry 
of Works, has issued a revised price schedule for 
Standard Metal Windows, made in accordance 
with B.S.990. The new prices leave the average 
level of prices generally unchanged but prices of 
individual windows have been revised, some 
upwards and some downwards. The new prices 
apply to all — submitted on and after 
December 5, 











public conveniences at Hollyedge-rd., Northen 
Etchells ; 54 houses and 18 cottage flats and 92 

No Fines” houses at Woodhouse Park and 
Moss Nook neighbourhoods; public library at 
Hollyedge-rd. and Solway-rd., Northen Etchells. 

Mansfield.—B.C. approved plans for :—Altera- 
tions and addiiions to shop at Newgate-la. for 
Mansfield, Sutton and District Co-op. Society, 
Ltd.; garage and workshop at Sheepbridge-la. 
for J. & W. Richards & Co.; additions at 
Southwell-rd. West for E. Timmons & Sons; 
additions to Empire Cinema at Siockwell Gate 
for C.M.A. Empire Cinema; _ alterations to 
Eclipse public-house at West Gate for Mans- 
field Brewery Co., Ltd.; warehouse, roof over 
am and canteen at Cox’s Yard, West Gate, 
for J. Taylor. 

Middlesbrough.—Ed. Com. is to build a meals 
block at Thorntree school. Boro’ 8., J. A. 
Kenyon. 

Middlewich.—U.D.C. propose 20 aluminium 
bungalows at Chadwick Fields. . 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans have been ap- 
proved for a dairy in Killingworth-rd. and 
Benton-rd. for Newcastle and District Dairies, 
Ltd. Architect, Robert Burke, 10, Lambton-rd., 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. A 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Morton A. Mackenzie, 1, 
Eldon-sq., Newcastle, is architect for church 
hall in Condercum-rd. for Benwell Grove Metho- 
dist Church Trustees.—J. Oswald & Sons, 58, 
Northumberland-st., Newcastle, have prepared 
plans for generator house for Newcastle 
Breweries, Ltd.—Plans have been prepared by 
L. J. Couves & Partners, Carliol House. New- 
castle, for a substation for the Newcastle Re- 
gional Hospital Board.—City A. (George Ken- 
yon), 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle, has _pre- 
pared plans for alterations to ‘ Grindon,” 
Beechgrove-rd., for City Children’s Comm.—A 
strong: room is to be built at 22, Grey-st. for 
Martins Bank, Ltd., to plans by Newcombe & 
Newcombe, 23, Eldon- -sq., Newcastle.—C. A. 
Parsons & Co. Ltd.. are to build workshops 
in Etherley-rd. “and Valentia-ave. to plans by 
their own siaff.—Dryden & Shaw, 6, Market- 
st., Newcastle, are architects for four houses 
in Coldstream-rd. for R. J. McLelland.—New- 
castle Hospital Board’s plans for pathological 
institute and blood-transfusion centre ai general 
— to cost £180,000, have been approved 

og by M.H. Architects, Scherrer & 
Hicks s os Harcourt-ho., 19, Cavendish-sq., Lon- 

on, W.1 

Newcastle (Staffs).—Messrs. George & Jobling 
Forth-st., Newcastle, are to build a cellulose 
a and extend the existing building. Plans 

y J. Oswald & Son, Bradburn House, Northum- 
ad st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle (Staffs).—Extensions are to be made 
to the Spital Tongues Social Club, Belgrave- 
ter., Newcastle. Architect, C. S. Errington, 
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Newcastle (Staffs).—City Council has received 
sanction for a loan of £331,901 for the building 
of 267 houses. City Architect, G. Kenyon, 18 
Cloth Market. Newcastle. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—B.C. plans submitted 
for:—Shop premises at Bradwell estate for Sil- 
verdale Equitable Industrial Co- oe. Plans by 
Hollins, Jones & Oldacre, Lloyds Bank-chbrs. 


Northampton.—T.C. Bas extensions to 
cattle market at £15,0 
Oldham.—B.C. mee canteen in school 


grounds at Limeside and county school at Lime- 
side.—Approved plans for:—Alterations and_ex- 
tensions to factory at Connaught-st. for Geo. 
Orme & Co.; conversion of 173, Windsor-rd. to 
club for Robert Burns & Caledonian Associa- 
tion; office at Derker Mills, Derker-st.. for 
Jas. Greaves, Ltd.; loading bay at Goddard- 
st for S. Noton, Ltd.; waiting-room and toilets 
at Booth-st. for J. Rouse, Ltd. 

Ormskirk.—C. M. Hesford & Co., Ltd., Moor- 
gate, propose extensions to works. 

Oswaldtwistle.—U.D.C. approved site for day 
nursery at Holly-st. for Lanes C.C, 

Oswestry.—R.D.C. propose further 16 houses 
Plans by C. B. Barnes, surveyor. 

Overton.—R.D.C. propose erection of houses 
at Bronington. Plans by M. A. Clark, architect 
to council. 

Richmond (Yorks).—R.D.C. propose 20 houses 
at Scorton. Surveyor, F. Blenkensopp, Rural 
Council Offices, Richmond. 

Richmond (Yorks).—R.D.C. propose 20 houses 
at Scorton. Plans by F. Blenkensopn, 

Rochdale.—B.C. approved plans for:—Exten- 
sions at Nile-st. for J. Butterworth & Co.. Ltd.; 
extensions at Coldwall-st. for Dexine Rubber 
& Ebonite Co., Ltd.: extensions af railway 
works for Thos. Robinson & Sons, Ltd.: altera- 
tions at 164/166, Yorkshire-st. for Whiteley 
Bros.; offices at Crawford-st. for F. S. Rat 
cliffe. Ltd.; extensions to finishing department 
at Fieldhouse Mills, for J. Bright & Bros., Ltd. 
—Governors of Brimrod school propose canteen, 

Rotherham.—Boro’ E.. FE. J. Manson. to pre- 
pare plans for a stadium at Herringthorpe 
Playing Fields: seek loan of £8.260 for improve- 
ment and sanitary and washing facilities at 
various schools. Approved plans for :—Exten- 
sions of dren stamp forge and machine shop 
at Grange Mill-la. for Ambrose Shardlow & Co. 
Ltd.; extensions of furnace and transformer 
houses at Fullerton-rd. for the London and 
Scandinavian Metallurgica] Co., Ltd.;  ice- 
cream factory at Church-st., Greaseborough, for 
N. Fieldsend; lahoratory and office block at 
Swinden House, Moorgate-rd., for United Steel 
Co.. Ltd. 

Rencorn.—R.D.C. propose further 10 houses 
at Helsby. 

Rvton-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. is to build abont 20 
houses for aged nersons. Plans by T. Chariton. 
survevor, Council Offices, Ryton-on-Tyne. 
Salon.—C.C. propose new primary school at 
Ludlow. Plans by Hobbiss & Hobbiss, 36. 
Waterloo-st., Birmingham 2. 

Scarborough. —Plans have been approved for 
a factory in Seamer-rd. for Quartons, Ltd. 
Architects are Alderson & Allen. St. Nicholas- 
st.. Scarborough. Alderson & Allen are also 
architects for alterations at 31-39. Westhorough 
for W. Rowntree & Sons.—M.H. has offered no 
Objection to T.C. purchasing 258 acres of land 
at Eastfield. Seamer. for housing. 

Seaton Valley._R.D.C. is planning erection 
of houses on a site of 25 acres east of Grange 
estate. Shiremoor.—County planning officer has 
anproved R.D.C.’s plans for 1.448 houses at 
Bine Top-rd., High Pit, Cramlington. T.D.C 
survevor. T. W. Burgess, Council Offices. 
Seaton Delaval. 

Sheffield.—Regional Hospital Board propose 
conversion of lanndry into training school at 
Chesterfield Royal Hospital. and adanting dis- 
used navilion at Penmore I.D. Hospital. 
Sheffeld.—T.C. to lease land at Allen-st.. 
Meadow-st. and Morneth-st. to the Gilhow Tool 
Co.. T.td.. for a light engineering works. 
Skelmersdale.—U.D.C. propose 38 houses at 
Windrows Farm site. 

Southnert.—FE.C. apvroved scheme for new 


1 wine at Technical College at £86 150. 


South Shields—L. J. Conves & Partners. 
Carliol Honse, Newcastle-on-Tyne, are archi- 
tects for pronosed plumbers’ shop for John 
Readhead & Sons. shipbuilders. 

South Shields.—Page. Son & Hill. 75, King-st.. 
South Shields, have “prepared revised plans for 
proposed Simonside county infants’ school for 

E.C.—R. Collins, Russell-bldgs., King-st., South 
Shields, ie architect for converting convalescent 

o a nursery for E.C.—A licence has 
W. Ridley, builder, St. Mary’s- 
v., South Shields, ie three houses in Sheldon- 


- rd. and Southfield-rd 


South Shields—T.C.’s Entertainments and 
Catering Comm. has approved in principle de- 
velopment of land between Pier Parade and 
Sea-rd.. including the erection of large assembly 
hall, with refreshment rooms, sun lounge and 
enclosed gardens. —Corporation Housing Comm. 
is considering erection of flats abutting oD 
Sea-ra. and Ya rd. 

Stafford.—R.D.C. approved adaptation of hos- 
pital and mortuary at Hixon Airfield fer hous- 
ing purposes. 
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Staffs.—C.C. propose new day nursery at 
Kidsgrove; new occupation centre for mental 
defectives at Stafford. and adaptations at 
wig | Manor as aged hostel. County A., 

Cc. H. Stillman. 

x —B.C. approved plans for:— 
Single-storey addition to convent, ‘‘ Holmdene, 
Mottram-rd., for Rev. Mother Superior; exten- 
sions to mission hall, Heywoc s Yards, off 
Canal-st., for Trus.ees of Holy Trinity Mission 
Hall.—B.C. propose flats at Stocks-la. site. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—B.C. to submit layout for 6 
blocks of flats ai Hartshill to M.O.H. for ap- 
proval. City A., J. R. Piggott. 

Stourbridge. —f.C. propose 
Wollaston Farm estate. 

Stretford.—B.C. approved plans for :—Altera- 
tions at 598, Chester-rd. for Oxo, Ltd.; exten- 
sions to workshop at 1099, Chester- rd. for G. 
Bland, Ltd.; extensions to loading bays at 
Talbot-rd. for Leyland & Sons, Ltd.; showroom 
and office at rear of Talbot Hotel, Chester-rd., 
for J. Bates; impregnating building and machine 
shop extension at Westinghouse- rd. for Metro- 
politan Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.; storage 
building, Chester-rd., for Duckworth & Co. 
(Essences), Ltd.; laboratory. drawing office and 
canteen, Elsinore- rd.. for Wardle Engineering 
Co., Ltd. ; alterations to shop and extension to 
warehouse at 1172, Chester-rd. for Manchester & 
Salford Equitable Co-op. Society, Lid.; Sunday- 
school at Henrietia-st. and Cranbourne-st. for 
Manchester (Old Trafford) Christadelphian 
Ecclesia; conditioning room extension, mess- 
room and loading dock and covered store at 
No. 1 Pomoma Dock, Cornbrook-rd., for A. 
Guinness, Son & Co., Ltd.—B.C. to erect flats 
at Christie-rd site——Boro’ S. to prepare detailed 
plans for reconstruction of slipper baths at Old 
Trafford Baths. 

Sunderiand.—Extensions are to be made to 
the premises of Notaranni, 251, High-st., West, 
Sunderland. Architects, Matkin & Hawkins, 
Barclays Bank-chbrs., Sunderland. 

Tynemouth.—Corporation is preparing a 
scheme for a block of flats. Doctor Charles 
Holden, of London, is consulting architect. 
Boro’ 8S., D. M. O’Herhily. 

Tynemouth.—Final plans have been approved 
by M. of E. for new Cullercoats Marden-ave. 
infants’ school for E.C. No tenders have yet 
been invited. Architect, J. R. Wallace, 20, 
Northumberland-sq.. North Shields. 

Tynemouth.—G. H. Gray, 52. Camden-st., 
North Shields, has been appointed architect by 
E.C. for proposed new sec. tech. sch. 

Uphoiland.—U.D.C. received approval] for 8 
houses at Newgate. 

Wednesfield.—U.D.C. propose 29 houses : at 
Perry Hall estate. Surveyor, A. H. Lawrence. 

West Bromwich.—B.C. approved 28 flats at 
Hilton-st.; flats at Whitehall-rd.; maternity and 
child welfare centre at Hampstead; community 
centre at Yew Tree Park. 

West Hartlepool.—T.C. is to build new county 
school with domes’ic science gua Architect, 
S. M. Richmond. Mnnicipal-bldg 

Wigan.—R.D.C. approved oienr ‘for extensions 
to Hangh Dye Works for Blue Printers, Ltd. 

Workingeton.—B.C. propose erection of 8 shops 
and 11 flats at Salterbeck housing site; ap- 
proved plans for new factory at Salterbeck 
for Ogden & Lawson. Plans by Ronald Ward 
& Partners, 33. St. George’s-dr., London. E.C.4. 

Worksop (Notts).—R.D.C. to invite tenders for 
32 houses at Long-la., Carlton. 

Worsley.—U.D.C. propose 3-storey flats with 
shops on ground floor. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes arrepted 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance 

§ Denotes arrepted subject to moaification. 

4 Denotes arcepled by H.M. Government 

Departments. 

Alnwick.—Erection of 18 houses at Craster, for 
R.D.C.: *R. & G. Brown, 3, A'bert-st., Amble. 

Atcham.—Houses for the R.D.C. Eight at 
Cross Houses: *C. R. Jones, The Orchard, 
Monkmoor-rd., Shrewsbury, £10,133: six at 
Upton Magna: *W. Higley & Son, 8, Pride Hill- 
chbrs., Shrewsbury, £8.030. 

Bath.—Phase IT of Moorlands Junior school. 
for City Council: *F. J. Amery, Ltd., £39,782 
(subject to M.E. approva:). 

Belfast.—Fonndations, drainage and_ road 
work at power station. for the Corporation 
Electricity Committee. Merz & M’lellan, Ltd., 
consulting engineers: *Concrete Piling, Ltd., 
Belfast, £101.072. 

Belfast.—40 flats and ten houses at the Mount 
Vernon honsing estate. for the Corporation 
Housing Committee: *Northern Ireland Con- 
structions, Ltd. (in lieu of contract previously 
placed). 

Chertsey.—36 houses at Brighton-rd. estate, 
for U.D.C. W. V. Davies. E. & S.. Council 
Offices: *R. Armstrong, Staines, £46,006. 

Coventry.—Relui:ding war-damaged block at 
Wheatley School: *J. Gi!more, “4, Ashington- 
grove, £5,980. 

Darlington.—Erection of seven houses at Bar- 
ton. for R.D.C.: *Boddy & Bell; Darlington: 


156 houses at 
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Doncaster.—20 houses at Intake estate, for 
a ee Tucker, A.R.I.B.A.: *Wright & 

2, Church-la., Bessacarr, Don- 
caster, £24,160. 


Gateshead.—Alterations to Factory H.119, 
Team Va‘ley Trading estate, for North-Eastern 
Trading Estates, Ltd. Architect, G. H. Gray, 
Camden-st., North Shields: *H. E. Pitt, Ltd., 
Leopold- st., Mi:lfield, Sunderland. 

Glasgow.—H ousewoodhill school annexe at 
Langdon-rd., for Corporation. John MacN ao 
architect, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2 
*James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Bridgeton, Glas- 
gow, £21,798 

Guildford.—Six cottages with incidental works 
at Kingston-ave., East Horsley, for R.D.C._ E. 
& S., Millmead House. tMorris Oddy (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 5, Rowan-rd., S.W.16, £8.284. 

Guildford.—Four bungalows and 4 flatted 
dwellings at Gravel Pits Cottages, New-rd., 
Gomshall, for R.D.C._E. & S., Millmead House, 
Guildford. tMr. F. H. Norris, Paddocks View, 
Dorking-rd., Gt. Bookham, £7,188. . 

Herefordshire.—E xtensions to Training Col- 
lege, Hereford, for C.C,. H. W. & M. A. H. 
Hobbiss (F. & A.), 36, Waterloo-st., Birmingham 
2. Quantities by Bridgewater r & Coulton, Somer- 


Kidger Bros., 


set House, Temple-st., Birmingham 2: *C. W. 
Preece & Co., Trimstone Works, Burghi!l, Here- 
ford. 


Huddersfield.—_Day nursery at Leeds-rd.: *G. 
Graham. Sons & Co., 1, Tom-la., Huddersfield. 

Kettering.—County and Junior Infants’ school, 
for the C.C.: *Frank Hickman & Son, Market 
Harborough, £60,550. : 

Kiveton Park.—Ten houses at Nursery-rd., 
Dinnington, for R.D.C. W. M. Gibson, 8., Coun- 
cil Offices :— 


Whiteley Rose & Co., Sheffield . ... £12,933 
Kimber & Cooper, Rotherham a 12,433 
F. Brookes, Sheffie‘d . ne ... 11,000 
Pg pm Bros., Dinnington, “nr. Sheffield 10,980 

. Lerigo, North Anston, nr. Sheffield 10,750 


(Subject to M.H. approval.) 
Lanarkshire.—18 houses at Bellshill, for C.C. 
Samuel MacColl,  archiiect, County-chbrs., 

Beckford- st., Hamilton : 

Excavation, brick and building works, *Scott 
& vo (Builders), Ltd., Motherwell-Wishaw, 
£12.1 

Gameiey joinery and glazing works, ete., 
*Matthew Dick, Motherwell-Wishaw, £7,157. 

Roof tiling ‘and rougheasting a etc., 
*Archibald Rowan, Hamilton, £1,8 

Sanitary engineering and sa iting installa- 
tion, etc., W. Muir, Motherwell-Wishaw. 
£2,914. se 

Painting and decorating works, etc., *W. S. 
MacDougall, Bellshill, £786. 

Plaster, lathing and cement works, etc., 
*Archibald Rowatt, Hamilton, £1.135. 

Electrical fittings and installation, etc., 
*Stephen Harvie,- Motherwell-Wishaw, £552. 

Lanes.—Works for C.C. Conversion of out- 
buildings into laboratories and workshops at 
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Winmarleigh Hall: *F. Cooke, Fulwood, £6,13%; 
Adaptations at Sedgewick Houses Residential 
school, Kendal: *Nicholson & Waent, Ltd., 
Lancaster, £23,087; additional c.assrooms at 
Urmston County Primary school: *Bristol Aero- 
plane Co. (Housing), Lid., in conjunction with 
Gilbert Ash, Ltd., London; erection of Stret- 
ford Barton-rd. Infants’ and Junior school: 
*W. L. Gray, Ltd., Farnworth, £48,600. 
{London (Admiralty).—Ford, R.N. Air Sto., 
Alterations to Control Tower, West Sussex Gene- 
ral Builders, Ltd., The Hornet, Chichester. 
Barrow-in-F urness, Admiralty Development 
Es.ablishment, Brick chimney, Rainey Bros., 
Ltd., Ironworks-rd., Barrow-in-Furness, 
{London (Admiralty).—Lossiemouth, R.N.A.S.: 
Lining of bellman hangar, L. W., Whittaker &. 
Co. (London), Ltd., Chandos House, bear 
ham-gate, London, $.W.1 
{London (M.0.W.).Contracte placed by 
M.O.W. for week ended December 3:— 
Berkshire: I.R.O. & M/F, Shut-st., Windsor, 
Erection of temporary office building, W. Var- 


ney, Ltd., Clewer Hill-rd., Windsor. Buck- 
inghamshire: N.S.H.C., Industrial Hostel, 
Bicester-rd., Aylesbury, Internal decora- 
tions, E. P. Gilkes & ‘Son, Ltd., 6, Castle- 
st., Aylesbury. H.P.O. & T.E., Aylesbury, 
Alterations and additions, Webster & 
Cannon, Ltd., 42, Cambridge-st., Aylesbury. 
Essex: Orsett, Erection of automatic telephone 
exchange, Hosking & Sons (Essex), Ltd., 


Arterial-rd., Rayleigh. Shoeburyness, Erection 
of automatic telephone exchange, Hosking & 
Sons (Essex), Ltd., Arterial-rd., Rayleigh. 
Fifeshire (Scotland): Bogie Mains, Kirkcaldy, 
Erection of temporary school classrooms, John 
Best (Edin.), Ltd High-st., Kirkcaldy. 
Lanarkshire : Cenital ‘Telephone. Exchange, 
Pitt-st., Glasgow, Erection of welfare accom- 
modation, Hugh Bradley, Ltd., 8, Gourock-st., 
Glasgow. Lancashire: Knowsley-rd., St. Helens, 
Erection of remploy factory, Geo. Moss & Sons, 
Ltd., Pennington Saw Mills, Leigh. Lincoln- 
shire: Old Post Office Premises, High-st., Bos- 
ton, Adaptations to form I.R.O. offices, Brad- 
shaw Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., Alexandra-rd., 
Skegness. Middlesex: Stanmore, Erection of 
meteorological station, MacManne & Co., Ltd., 
1111, High-rd., Whetstone. Edgware, Erection 
of head post office, C. F. Kearley, Ltd., Grove 
Works, British Grove, Chiswick, W.4. Stafford- 
shire: C/E Voluntary Primary School, Wal- 
house, Cannock, Erection of temporary school 
buildings, F. & E. V. Linford, Ltd., Park-rd., 
Cannock. Yorks: M/P a Chapel Aller. 
ton, Leeds, Extension to limb fitting centre, 
ioe & Son Reewariert, Ltd., 11, Railway- 

Marsh-la., Leeds 

“Scene ‘(War  Dent.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended_Decem- 
ber 3:—Durham: Miscellaneous work, Wilson’s, 
Spennymoor. Aberdeenshire : Building work, 
W. D. Smith, Aberdeen. London: Building 
work, Amalgamated Building Contractors. Ltd.. 
Clapham. County Down: Heating work, W. 
Willis & Co., Ltd., Belfast. 

Manchester.—Honses at Wythenshawe estate, 
for T.C.: *H. Jones, Buxton (17);. *A. Wall- 
work, Ltd., Stretford (76): *F. Marsland, Stock- 


port (51): *Marsden & Chapman, Timperley 
(84); *Humphrey Park Estate. Ltd., Urmston 
(66): *W. H. Matthews, I4d., Sole (50). 

Newcastle—Alterations to Kems'ey House, 


Newcastle. for Neweastle Chronicle and Pubti- 
— *Dickinson Bros., Cloth Market, New- 
castle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions to furniture 
warehonse in Grafton-st.. for G. Wilkes & Son. 
Architect. Wil'iam Riddle, 33, Jesmond Park 
West: *Walter & Son, St. Michael’s-rd., Byker, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Norfolk. — Prefabricated nursery _ school, 
Emneth. nr. Wisbech, for E.C. G@. W. Oak, 
A.M.T.P.I.. A.R.I.BjA., Edneation Architect, 
Norfolk E.C.: *F. Clarke & Son, Walpole High- 
wav, Wisbech. £10,632. 

Oswestry.—Honses for T.C. Four at Kinner- 
levy, four at Trefonen and six at Perthvwaen: 
*Booth & Sons, £6,265. £5.956, and £8.935. 

Pembrok>shire. — Erection of Puncheston 
(New Conntv Primary Schoo!. for C.C. Walter 
Barrett. M.B.E. (A.), County A., County Offices, 
Haverfordwest :— 


Henrv Adams & Sons, Edward-st., 
Milford Haven £50,841 
J. Ivor Jones, Cranham Park Bui'ding 
Estate. Johnston. Pembs. 49,236 
D. J. Humphreys, The Elms, Letterston. 
Pembs 46,191 
*Trevor Construction Co., Lid., Crymlyn 
Burrows, Swansea .. a oe ... 40,852 


Plymouth.—Frection of Primary school at 
Knowles Battery. for T.C. Tonis de Soissons, 
A.R.A.. & Partners, 11, The Crescent, Plymouth. 
Quantities by H. S. Haughton & Partners: 
*Staverton Builders, Ltd., Staverton, Totnes, 
£77.133. 

Sheffield.—Honses at Ballifield Hall estate, for 
T.C.: *M. 7. Gleeson, Ltd.. £289.385 (236); *R. 
Simpson. £48.392 (40); *Redmi le & Poole, Ttd., 
£37,465 (30): *D. Hurrell & Sons. £44,278 (6). 

South Kesteven.—Honses, for R.D.C. H. Par- 
sons (A.). architect, Conncil Offices, 41. North- 
st.. Bonrne, Lines: 4 at Swavfield, tHarwood 
Bros., Corby, Grantham, £6,358. 6 at Folking- 





814 


ham, tPF. Hessack & Son, Ruskington, £9,332. 
4 at Folkingham, tF. Hossack & Son, Rusking- 
ton, £6,002. 12 at Market Deeping, tJ. W. 








NI trek, 


ss 


UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
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The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 





‘Phone or write: 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb, London’’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 
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THE BUILDER 


Barber & Son, Pts, £19,869. 8 at 
a a Tt H. Maplethorpe, Billinghay, 


South Shields.—Police sub-section station at 
West Park-rd., for T.C. Lt.-Col. J. Reid, 
O.B.E., M.L.C.E., Boro’ E., Town Hall. 
ties by S. Laurie, South Shields: 
Contractors, South Shields, 

Stalybridge. —Houses at ination singe estate, 
for B.C. Plans by Howard & Benson, 88, Mos- 
ley-st., Manchester; *James Ridyard rg Sons, 
Lid., Ashton-under-Lyne, £81,821 (46); *Mr. A. 
Hudson, Robinson-st., Stalybridge (24). 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Houses at Mill Hill Farm 
Estate, Tunstall, for T.C.: *H. Brereton & Sons, 
49, Queen’s-st., Tunstall, £24,526 (20); *J. Ke: ly, 
Corporation-st., £25, 247 (22): *J. ‘Dickenson 
(Burslem), Lid., Bond-st., Burslem, £33,782 
(28); *H. J. Emery, Ltd., Basford, £27,551 (22) ; 
*W. D. Cooke, Ltd., Fenton, £15,488 (14); *A. 
Hughes, Booth-st., £19,710 (16); *W. Leek & 
Co., Ltd., Sneyd Green, £39,164 (30); *L. Bates, 
Ltd!, Bycars-rd., Burslem, £36,853 (30). 
Sunderland.—New church on the Thorney 
Close estate. Architects, S. W. Milburn & 
Partners, 9, Esplanade, Sunderland: *George 
Henderson, East Bolden, Durham. 

West ~ Hartlepoo!l.— —Erection of a further 14 
houses at Owton Manor, for T.C. S. M. Rich- 
mond, Boro’ A., Municipa:-bldgs., West Hartle- 
pool: *Direct Labour. 

Whitley Bay.—Erection of 24 houses for 
U.D.C. E. Roberts, S.: *Direct Labour. 
Whitley Bay.—Erection of 12 houses on the 
Seatonville estate, for U.D.C.: *Rockcliffe 
Building Co., Ltd., Park View, Whit'ey Bay. 

Worthing .—(a) Six pairs of houses, and (b) 
6 blocks of flats at Worthing-rd., East Preston, 
for R.D.C. E. & §8., 15, “Mill-rd. Worthing. 
*Vinall (Henfield). Ltd.. Henfield, 
. Houses: *Beamish (Builders), Ltd, 
Portslade, £15,116. 


Quanti- 
: Robson Bros., 











SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 
HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 
and consu 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 











CELLULAR BLOCKS 
are permanently inert 


BROAD & CO. LTD., 4SOUTH WHARF 
PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 7061 





December 16 1949 


THE SNOWY RIVER PROJECT 


The inauguration ceremony of the 
Snowy River Hydro-Electric and Irriga- 
tion Scheme at Adaminaby, New South 
Wales, on October 17, was an event of 
great importance to Australia. The 
Governor-General, Mr. W. J. McCKELL, 
who exploded the first charge in the ex- 
cavation work for the first dam, des- 
cribed the scheme as “the greatest 
developmental conservation project ever 
conceived in Australia.” The Adaminaby 
dam introduces a 20-year construction 
programme and the promise of a com- 
plete transformation of the economy of 
south-eastern Australia. The scheme in- 
volves the construction of seven major 
dams, 16 power stations, 86 miles of 
tunnel and about 550 miles of canals. 
It is expected that some 8,000 men will 
be employed on the i punpert. 
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te ESSEX STEEL 


SCAFFOLDING <. 


SMART'S LANE, 
LOUGHTON, ESSEX 

















TeEL.: LOUGHTON 295 
SALES HIRE 
\ERECTION — CRADLES y: 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Ventilator 


IN USE 


Boyle’s-.'r.- 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 





























WATerloo 5474. ; 
"Three Generations of Building ¥ 














GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C 


LIMITED 


of 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. : CHAucery 7901-3 
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